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CITY OF CLE ELUM 

Site & Design Review / Floodplain Permit 

STAFF REPORT 
 

PROJECT: Vertical Bridge cellular tower 

 

APPLICANT: Vertical Bridge c/o Technology Associates EC Inc. represented by 

Meghan Howey; 9725 3rd Ave NE, Suite 410, Seattle, WA 98115 

 

DESCRIPTION:  Proposed 160-foot unmanned Wireless Telecommunications Facility on a 

City Owned parcel.  

  

LOCATION:  200 South Pennsylvania Avenue, Cle Elum, WA 98922; Parcel 303134 

 

LOT DESCRIPTION:  SW 1/4 TAX 7 & 8; SEC. 26; TWP. 20; RGE. 15 

 

ZONING:   Industrial (CEMC 17.36) 

 

SEPA:   Checklist and Determination of Nonsignificance 

 

APPLICATION TYPE:  Type II 

 

PREPARED BY:  Lucy Temple, City Planner 

 

DATE:   February 12, 2021 

 

DECISION: This permit package, including Floodplain Permit and Site & Design Review 

is hereby approved, per the conditions on page 10.  

APPEAL: The appeal process for Type II decisions is found in CEMC 17.100.130 
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 

The Applicant submitted a complete application for a Site & Design Review, State Environmental Policy Act, 

Floodplain Permit, and a Variance on November 25, 2020 (see Exhibits for applications, except for the Variance) 

for a proposed unmanned wireless telecommunications facility on an industrially zoned parcel located south of 

Oakes Ave near the I-90 Exit 85 overpass, Cle Elum, WA 98922 (Parcel 303134). Notice of application and a 

notice of SEPA comment period were sent out separately to properties within 300 feet of the proposed site and 

emailed to agencies with jurisdiction (see Exhibits 1-3). The applicant is currently leasing the property from the 

City of Cle Elum.  

SITE & DESIGN REVIEW APPROVAL CRITERIA AND FINDINGS 

(CEMC 17.76.040(F)(2) Criteria for Design Review Approval) 

a. The proposed use is permitted within the zoning district in which it is located. 

Staff Response #1 

The proposed use is a permitted use within the Industrial district (CEMC 17.36.020(O)). 

b. The proposed use meets the dimensional requirements of the zoning district including lot, yard, building 

height, and other requirements. 

Staff Response #2 

The proposed project will meet the requirements in the code for structures, which do not have a height limit 

in this zone (CEMC 17.36.050(c)). See Zoning section below. 

c. The proposed design meets landscaping, screening and buffering standards of CEMC 17.64. 

Staff Response #3 

Landscaping plans were not submitted with the application. See Final Permit Condition #8 below for 

required landscaping required to meet standards.  

CEMC 17.64.030 – Landscape plan approval 

A building permit will not be issued until the landscape plan is approved by the City, per CEMC 

17.64.030. 

Staff Response #4 

A landscape plan was not submitted. Conditions are pending staff review of a photo simulation of what 

the site is anticipated to look like to determine potential screening requirements. See Final Permit 

Condition #8 below. 

CEMC 17.64.050 – Preservation of significant trees 

Significant trees in areas in wetlands, fish and wildlife conservation areas, frequently flooded areas, 

geologically hazardous areas as defined in CEMC Chapter 18.01, and in the required landscaped buffer 

adjacent to I-90, shall be preserved. “Significant trees” are defined as existing healthy trees which, when 

measured four feet above grade, have a minimum diameter of eight inches for evergreen trees, or twelve 

inches for deciduous trees. Significant trees shall be identified by a tree survey prepared by the applicant 

and shall be preserved to the maximum extent possible. During construction, the applicant shall use 

accepted preservation techniques to protect significant trees designated for retention. 

Staff Response #5 

No trees are planned for removal by the project.  

d. The proposed design meets the off-street parking and loading requirements of 17.56. 

Staff Response #6 

Due to the nature of the development as an unmanned wireless telecommunication facility, no off-street 

parking is required other than to accommodate periodic maintenance. 
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e. The standards of Chapter 18.01, maintenance, enhancement and preservation of critical areas are met. 

Staff Response #7 

The proposed location is relatively flat. The current Cle Elum Municipal Code (CEMC) assesses critical 

areas through SEPA. A Determination of Nonsignificance was issued on January 27, 2021 (see Exhibit 2). 

The Floodplain permit in Exhibit 3 also discusses Chapter 18.01 of the CEMC. See Final Project Condition 

#9 below. 

f. The proposed design and use meets all other applicable sections of Cle Elum Municipal Code. 

Staff Response #8 

The proposed design meets applicable sections of the CEMC.  

g. Public improvements are completed in compliance with applicable code sections. 

Staff Response #9 

Public improvements were not included in the application packages. See Final Project Condition #2 below. 

h. Adequate and safe provisions are made for pedestrian and vehicle access.  

Staff Response #10 

See Supplementary Development Standard A/Staff Response #13, below. 

i. All conditions of applicable previous approvals (SEPA review, CUP, rezones) are met. 

Staff Response #11 

All conditions of other approvals have been met. See also SEPA and Floodplain permit in Exhibits 2 and 3. 

Also see (j) below. 

j. All applicable conditions and criteria found in other Cle Elum Municipal Code titles are met. 

Staff Response #12 

The design does and will adhere to CEMC. Reviews will take place as needed to remain in compliance with 

the issued permits.  

The original permit application submittal included a Variance. However, the Variance was determined not to 

be required based upon the Cle Elum Municipal Code (CEMC) 17.36.050(c) and definitions for buildings 

and structures found in CEMC 17.08.070 and CEMC 17.08.370, respectively. The Variance has therefore 

been retracted and the City will process a refund of the associated permit fees. Due to the cancellation of the 

Variance, which required a public hearing, the application package has been downgraded to a Type II 

administrative process and no public hearing will be held. 

SITE & DESIGN REVIEW SUPPLEMENTARY DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS 

(CEMC 17.76.050) 

A. A continuous pedestrian walkway shall be provided from the public street to access building entrances. 

The pedestrian walkway shall be a minimum of six feet wide and shall be elevated, protected by a curb, 

bollards, or landscaping otherwise protected to prevent vehicles from parking, driving or entering the 

walkway. The required six feet may not be encroached by vehicle overhangs. The walkway shall be 

composed of Portland cement concrete, brick pavers or other similar surface. Where a walkway must 

cross a vehicle access aisle it shall be distinguished from the driving areas by use of an alternative paving 

material which may be brick, payers, or scored, brushed or colored concrete. 

Staff Response #13 

The proposed site would be designed for minimal vehicular access and no pedestrian access is anticipated. 

Periodically, a light duty truck would park outside the facility as necessary for routine maintenance, and the 

https://cleelum.municipal.codes/CEMC/17.36.050(C)
https://cleelum.municipal.codes/CEMC/17.08.070
https://cleelum.municipal.codes/CEMC/17.08.370
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site would be accessible by City maintenance and emergency vehicles. Therefore, no pedestrian walkways 

are required. 

B. Ground level mechanical equipment shall be screened with visual barriers from adjacent property, public 

roadways, parks or other public areas. Mechanical equipment on roofs shall be screened from ground 

level. 

Staff Response #14 

Ground equipment is proposed to be shielded by a 7-foot cyclone fence with opaque slats (see plans in 

Exhibit 1), and by existing native vegetation. Once a graphical depiction of the site is received, additional 

screening may be required as needed to reach full screening, per code. The monopole tower is proposed to be 

painted to match the surrounding ponderosa pine color. 

C. A storage area for garbage and recycling containers shall be provided. The area shall be fully screened by 

a fence, wall, landscaping or combination thereof. Storage areas may not be located in a public right-of 

way and where an alley serves the site, shall only be accessed from the alley. 

Staff Response #15 

The proposal is unmanned and is not proposed to have garbage or recycling containers.  

D. Predominant building materials shall be those materials that are characteristic of the historic buildings in 

the city or characteristic of central Washington, such a brick, wood, native stone, and tinted and textured 

masonry. Visible roofs should be metal. Architectural methods, such as parapets, shall be used to conceal 

flat roofs. Mansard roofs are prohibited. 

Staff Response #16 

No buildings are proposed.  

E. Outdoor storage and display of materials shall be screened from streets, rights-of-way and adjacent 

properties may a fully site obscuring buffer consisting of appropriate fencing and landscaping. 

Staff Response #17 

The proposed facility does not have outdoor storage other than what has been proposed for outdoor 

mechanical equipment, such as electrical and generators (see item B above). All signage beyond the footprint 

of the leased project site is intended to be under the direct approval of the City. 

F. For all uses creating over two thousand square feet of new impervious surfaces a stormwater control plan 

is required that treats and retains all stormwater on-site. Impervious surfaces shall include cement, 

concrete, packed earth and gravel or other similar surface which changes the runoff patterns from native 

soils. 

Staff Response #18 

The project proposes full dispersion and infiltration as the primary means of stormwater management in the 

developed condition. Final stabilization of the project site will be consistent with Ecology’s Stormwater 

Management Manual for Eastern Washington.  

G. Roofs shall be designed such that snow from the roof will not be deposited on adjacent public or private 

properties. 

Staff Response #19 

No buildings or roofs are proposed. 

ZONING – Industrial Performance Standards (CEMC 17.36.040) 

All permitted, conditional and accessory uses in the industrial zone shall comply with the following 

performance standards: 
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A. All uses shall be subject to strict compliance with Washington state standards for noise, odor, air quality, 

smoke and hazardous materials. 

Staff Response #20 

The application does not include noise or air quality impacts, except during construction. Diesel generators 

are planned to be installed for emergency power failures. 

B. No person shall operate or cause to be operated any source of sound in such a manner as to create a 

sound level that exceeds sixty dBA in any residential district. Specifically exempted from this requirement 

are emergency signaling devices, operating motor vehicles and lawnmowers, railroads, or aircraft. 

Staff Response #21 

The application does not include noise or air quality impacts, except during construction.  

C. Continuous frequent or repetitive vibrations that can be detected by a person of normal sensitivities at the 

property line shall not be produced. Vibrations from temporary construction activities, motor vehicles and 

vibrations occurring on an infrequent basis lasting less than five minutes are exempt. 

Staff Response #22 

The project does not include vibration causing activities. 

D. Continuous, frequent or repetitive odors that exceed centimeter No. zero may not be produced. Odors 

lasting less than thirty minutes per day are exempt. The odor threshold is the point at which an odor may 

just be detected. The centimeter reading is based on the number of clear air dilutions required to reduce 

the odorous air to the threshold level. Centimeter No. zero is one to two dilutions of clear air. 

Staff Response #23 

The project does not include odor producing activities. 

E. All lighting shall be arranged so as not to produce glare on public roadways and/or neighboring non-

industrial properties. Welding, acetylene torch or other similar processes shall be performed inside an 

enclosed structure. 

Staff Response #24 

No lighting is proposed. 

F. All vehicle travelways, parking spaces and storage areas shall be paved with Portland cement concrete, 

asphalt cement pavement to eliminate dust as a result of wind or usage. Open areas shall be landscaped 

and/or maintained to minimize dust. Sites with its only access from an unpaved city street may provide 

alternative dust control measures in place of the required pavement. 

Staff Response #25 

A small gravel driveway is included in the proposal. See Final Project Condition #2 below. 

 

G. All uses shall be subject to the collection and suitable disposal of on-site generated water runoff. A 

building permit and a drainage plan shall be submitted to the planning director for approval. The 

collection system shall be installed and functional prior to the issuance of a final building permit. 

Staff Response #26 

The project proposes dispersion and infiltration. This meets the standard of the code.  

H. All open storage shall be enclosed by a six-foot-high security fence and/or an attractive hedge six feet in 

height so as to provide a fully site obscuring buffer when adjacent to public roads, and rights-of-way and 

any non-industrial district. 

Staff Response #27 

The proposed compound includes a 7-foot fence. 
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ZONING – Industrial Design Standards (CEMC 17.36.050) 

A. The following setbacks from property lines and screening standards shall apply to all development in the 

industrial district: 

1. Building, parking spaces and storage areas shall be located no closer than ten feet from property 

lines. 

Staff Response #28 

The proposed compound is planned for the center of the east end of the subject parcel with 50-100 

feet around it on all sides, meeting the setback.  

2. Building, parking spaces and storage areas abutting a residential zoning district shall be located no 

closer than twenty feet from property lines. 

Staff Response #29 

The project is not adjacent to a residential zone. 

B. The minimum lot size for new lots is twenty thousand square feet. 

Staff Response #30 

The proposal does not include a new lot. 

C. No building hereafter erected or structurally altered within or moved into the district shall exceed three 

stories or thirty-six feet in height. 

Staff Response #31 

No buildings are proposed as part of this project. The monopole structure, electrical cabinets and generators 

do not meet the definition of a buildings as found in CEMC 17.08.070. 

D. A minimum of ten percent of the site shall be landscaped. 

Staff Response #32 

The project proposes full dispersion and infiltration as the primary means of stormwater management in the 

developed condition. Final stabilization of the project site will be consistent with Ecology’s Stormwater 

Management Manual for Eastern Washington.  

STATE ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT (SEPA) 

SEPA was processed for the project and a Determination of Nonsignificance (DNS) was issued on January 27, 

2021 with a comment period ending on February 11, 2021. See Exhibit 2 for complete SEP-2020-009 package. 

The SEPA notice was posted onsite, at City Hall and the City library, provided to all agencies with jurisdiction, 

mailed to properties within 300 feet, shared on the City’s website and Facebook page, and posted in the local 

newspaper on January 28, 2021 and February 4, 2021.  

FLOODPLAIN PERMIT 

The project’s floodplain permit package is attached as Exhibit 3 and Final Project Condition #9 below.  

CONSTRUCTION 

Proposed Best Management Practices (BMPs) were not included in the civil plans. The applicant shall submit a 

construction plan that shows haul route, and proposed BMPs to the City Planner and Public Works Director prior 

to the pre-construction meeting.  

A draft interim grading authorization has been included as Exhibit 4, and as Final Project Condition #6 below. A 

word version of this document will be distributed to the applicant and will include construction BMPs and 

emergency contact information. The final document will be provided to both parties prior to start of construction. 

https://cleelum.municipal.codes/CEMC/17.08.070
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Due to the high probability for discovery of cultural and archaeological resources in Cle Elum, and a higher 

probability in floodplain areas, an inadvertent discovery plan has been included as Exhibit 5 and is included in 

Final Project Condition #7 below. 

AGENCY AND PUBLIC COMMENTS  

The Washington State Department of Transportation, Washington State Department of Archaeology and Historic 

Preservation, and the City’s Consultant HLA comment letters, as well as community comments are included as 

Exhibit 6. 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN CONSISTENCY 

CEMC 17.76.040(C), requires the project to be consistent with the current City comprehensive plan. Plan 

consistency is included as Exhibit 7. 

RELATED PERMITS AND APPROVALS 

Pre-application Review       PREAP-2020-004   Site & Design Review     SDR-2020-006 

SEPA         SEP-2020-009    Floodplain      FP-2020-004  

Building Permit       TBD    City Business License     TBD 

FINAL PROJECT CONDITIONS 

The following Final Project Conditions are those which are not already designed into the project. Staff 

recommends the building permit be contingent upon the following Final Project Conditions: 

1. Plan Submittal. The applicant shall review all comments, requirements, and conditions and revise plans and 

submittals as requested. Any outstanding issues shall be addressed prior to receiving a passing site inspection 

prior to building occupancy and will be managed within the building permit. 

2. Public Improvements. A paved approach/entrance apron shall be included adjacent to the Oakes Avenue 

entrance to the project site. An updated plan sheet shall be submitted reflecting this change. See Staff 

Responses #9 and #25 above. 

3. Screening. A photo simulation of the project shall be submitted to determine final screening requirements of 

ground level mechanical equipment. Mechanical equipment on roofs shall be screened from ground level. All 

mechanical equipment, fencing, and other ground-level structures and equipment shall be required to be color 

matched to the surrounding trees for maximum blending with the natural setting, as determined by the Mayor 

or his designee. See Staff Response #4 above. 

4. Other Aesthetics. Proposed monopole and other equipment shall be color matched to the surrounding pine 

tree dominant vegetation to achieve a “stealth” camouflaged appearance. Color choices shall be those found 

within the executed ground lease between the City and Vertical Bridge approved at the 12/14/2020 City 

Council meeting.   

5. Construction. The applicant shall submit proposed BMPs and haul route prior to the pre-construction 

meeting (see CONSTRUCTION above). The City Planner, Public Works Director, and Building Official shall 

be invited to the pre-construction meeting. 

6. Construction Methods. The applicant shall work with the City to execute an Interim Grading Authorization 

prior to any ground disturbing activities. The applicant shall adhere to Interim Grading Authorization 

conditions (see Exhibit 4), including maintaining and modifying BMPs as necessary. See also 

CONSTRUCTION above. 

7. Cultural Resources. The Inadvertent Discovery Plan, as required by the Department of Archaeology and 

Historic Preservation shall be kept onsite at all times during ground disturbing activities (see Exhibit 5). See 

also CONSTRUCTION above. 

 



 

Vertical Bridge FP-2020-004, SDR-2020-006  11 | P a g e  

8. Landscape Plan and Construction. Landscaping shall adhere to CEMC 17.64. All disturbed areas shall be 

revegetated with native vegetation, including grasses, shrubs, and trees. A landscape plan shall be submitted 

and shall include a plant list for approval where revegetation may be needed. The landscape plan shall be 

approved prior to issuing the building permit. See Staff Responses #3 and #4 above. 

9. Floodplain Permit. See Staff Response #7 above. The floodplain permit is included as Exhibit 3 and the final 

conditions are included below.  

a. The applicant shall provide an annotated existing site plan that shows the floodplain boundary. 

b. The applicant shall provide the volume of any fill above highest adjacent grade, and any structures from 

0-2 feet above the adjacent grade, for the project record and demonstrate adherence to the additional 

conditions below before the building permit will be issued for this project. Using the collected onsite 

elevations, the applicant will adhere to the additional conditions below.  

c. Any structures from 0-2 feet above highest adjacent grade shall be floodproofed, otherwise elevate 

utilities 2 feet above highest adjacent grade.  

10. Flood proofing and engineering. The developer shall demonstrate how each requirement of CEMC 

18.01.070(E) will be met by the development. See Staff Response #7. This condition will be managed within 

the building permit. 

11. Signs. All signage beyond the footprint of the leased project site area shall be approved by the City prior to 

installation.  

12. Building Permit. Building code requirements will be handled during the building permit process. The 

building permit shall be conditioned to include the Final Project Conditions of this Site and Design Review.  

13. Building Occupancy. All conditions shall be met before final building permit approval to utilize the 

structure. 

14. Construction Hours/Days. Construction of the facility will be permitted Monday-Friday 7am-10pm, unless 

special permission is received from the City to deviate from these hours. 

15. Additional Permits and Licenses. The applicant shall obtain all approvals listed in the Related Permits and 

Approvals section above, prior to construction or operation, as applicable. 

  

https://cleelum.municipal.codes/CEMC/17.64
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EXHIBIT 1.  SITE & DESIGN REVIEW APPLICATION PACKAGE (SDR-2020-006) 

• Notice of Application, application package, narrative, plans, noise report, zoning map, updated 

landscape plan  

• For comments received see Exhibit 6 
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9725 3rd Ave NE, Suite 410 
Seattle, WA 98115 

www.taec.net 

November 24, 2020 
 
City of Cle Elum 
Planning Department 
119 West First Street 
Cle Elum, WA 98922 
 
 
VIA FedEx and Dropbox 
 
 
 
 Vertical Bridge Site ID:   US-WA-5105 Cle Elum DT 
 Site Addresses:    200 South Pennsylvania Ave, Cle Elum, WA 98922 
 Zoning:     Industrial (I) 
 Parcel Number:    303134 
 RE:     Type II Site and Design Review Application, Type II 

Floodplain Permit, Type III Variance Application, State 
Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) Application  

 
 
Dear City of Cle Elum Planning Department,  
 
Pursuant to the official notes from the Pre-Application Conference Meeting, we are pleased to submit the above-
referenced permit applications for your review and approval.  
 
Should you require any additional information, please call or email me as provided below. Thank you for your time 
and consideration of these applications.  
 
Thank you,  

 
Meghan Howey 
Technology Associates EC INC.  
Real Estate Specialist II | meghan.howey@taec.net | (253) 682-8556 
9725 Third Avenue NE, Suite 410 | Seattle | WA | 98115 

Enclosures 

 

mailto:meghan.howey@taec.net


119 West First Street  

Cle Elum, WA  98922  

Telephone ∙ (509) 674-2262 

Fax ∙ (509) 674-4097  

www.cityofcleelum.com 
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Stamp & initial 

SITE AND DESIGN REVIEW APPLICATION 
This application is required for most non-single family development within the city. 

 

OFFICAL USE ONLY 

Permit #: SDR-20     -  

Staff Person:  

Fee Total:  

Related Permits:  

 

Applicant 

Name:  

Mailing Address: 

Phone Number:  Email: 

Property Owner  Same as Applicant  

Name: 

Address: 

Phone Number: Email: 

Project Information 

Project Name: 

Project Location Address: 

Assessor’s Parcel No. Zoning: 

Description of project: 

 
 

The purpose of this permit is to assist in 

regulating the grading, excavation and filling 

of land in order to minimize erosion and 

sedimentation of watercourses and wetlands, 

minimize the need for and maintenance of 

drainage facilities, minimize adverse effects 

on ground and surface waters, minimize their 

potential for earth slides and slippage, and 

maintain the maximum natural vegetation. See 

CEMC 17.76 for additional information. 
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Site and Design Review Application Criteria1 

1. 
Written narrative description of-uses, types of structures proposed, hours of operation, 

abutting properties, proposed access, frequency of deliveries, and construction schedule, 

including any proposed phasing of development 

2. 

Two hard copies and one electronic copy (PDF) of an existing conditions plan drawn to a 

minimum scale of one inch equals two hundred feet on a sheet no larger than twenty-four 

inches by thirty-six inches and including one reduced size copy no larger than legal size. The 

existing conditions plan shall contain the following features 

 a. The subject property boundaries 

 b. Dimensions and size 

 c. Current structural or landscape setbacks 

 d. 
Location of existing on-site driveways and access points within one hundred feet of the 

subject site 

 e. Location and dimension of any on-site structures 

 f. Location of utilities 

 g. Location of the nearest fire hydrant 

 h. Location of existing structures within one hundred feet of the site 

 i. 
Locations and dimensions of adjacent public or private roads and right-of-way or 

easements 

 j. 

Approximate location of significant natural features including slopes over twenty-five 

percent, waterbodies, rock outcrops, wetland areas, areas of significant vegetation, the 

location of trees or groups of trees over six inches in diameter, and the location of any 

critical areas 

3. 

Two hard copies and one electronic copy (PDF) of a site plan drawn to a minimum scale of 

one inch equals two hundred feet on a sheet no larger than twenty-four inches by thirty-six 

inches and including one reduced size copy no larger than legal size. The site plan shall 

contain the following information: 

 a. The subject property boundaries 

 b. Dimensions and size 

 c. Location 

 d. Dimensions and height of all proposed structures 

 e. Location of building accesses 

 f. Proposed setbacks 
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 g. Proposed phasing 

 h. Proposed landscaping 

 i. Location and dimensions of vehicle and pedestrian access points and circulation routes 

 j. The location of all proposed on-site parking including provisions for handicap parking 

 k. Any easements 

 l. The location of any proposed lights, and any other proposed site improvements 

4. Two hard copies and one electronic copy (PDF) of proposed architectural elevations. 

5. Preliminary grading, erosion control and stormwater plan 

6. Preliminary utility plan 

7. Any other items that are necessary to review the proposed development 

8. Payment of a fee that is consistent with the City of Cle Elum’s fee schedule 

Decision Criteria 

1. 

In conducting the design review process, it shall be the responsibility of the planning director 

or designee to review designs for compliance with all the provisions of the zoning code and 

any other applicable regulations that affect the design of a development. 

2. 

In reviewing design plans the planning director shall consider the following standards have 

been met. This section does not list all the standards against which the application will be 

reviewed, the following are listed to indicate the various requirements of development. 

Failure to comply with – the listed requirements or other requirements not listed here shall be 

ground for denial of design review approval. 

 a. The proposed use is permitted within the zoning district in which it is located. 

 b. 
The proposed design meets the dimensional requirements of the zoning district 

including lot, yard, building, height and other requirements. 

 c. 
The proposed design meets landscaping, screening and buffering standards of CEMC 

17.64. 

 d. 
The proposed design meets the off-street parking and loading requirements of CEMC 

17.56. 

 e. 
The standards of CEMC 18.01, maintenance, enhancement and preservation of critical 

areas are met. 

 f. Public improvements are completed in compliance with applicable code sections. 

 g. Adequate and safe provisions are made for pedestrian and vehicle access. 

https://cleelum.municipal.codes/CEMC/17.64
https://cleelum.municipal.codes/CEMC/17.64
https://cleelum.municipal.codes/CEMC/17.56
https://cleelum.municipal.codes/CEMC/17.56
https://cleelum.municipal.codes/CEMC/18.01
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h. All conditions of applicable previous approvals (SEPA review, CUP, rezones) are met. 

i. 
All applicable conditions and criteria found in other Cle Elum Municipal Code titles are 

met. 

Authorization 

The undersigned hereby certifies that this application has been made with the consent of the 

lawful property owner(s) and that all information submitted with this application is complete and 

correct.  False statements, errors, and/or omissions may be sufficient for denial of the request.  

This application gives consent to the City to enter the properties listed above for the purposes of 

inspecting and verifying information presented in this application.  The applicant further agrees 

to pay all fees specified in the City’s fee schedule for the permit and expenses associated with the 

review of the application. The applicant gives consent to the City to enter the property(s) listed 

above for the purpose of inspecting and verifying information presented in this application.  

Applicant Signature: Date: 

1. The application will not be processed and deemed incomplete if not all required criteria is not attached to

application on the day of submission. The Planner may chooses to wave some of the required criteria. If any of the

required criteria is provided in another permit please cite that permit.

December 31, 2020
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9725 3rd Ave NE, Suite 410 
Seattle, WA 98115 

www.taec.net 

Vertical Bridge US-WA-5105 Cle Elum DT 
 

 
Dear City of Cle Elum Planning Department,  
 
As codified under CEMC 17.76.040(B)(1), a narrative for this project is provided as part of the Site and Design 
Review application. 
 

Description of uses: Telecommunication 
 
Types of structure proposed: Vertical Bridge 160’ AGL Steel Monopole, 50’ x 50’ fenced compound for 
equipment, and T-Mobile Wireless Communication Facility (WCF) attached to proposed monopole. 
 
Hours of operation: Unstaffed - N/A 
 
Abutting properties: Parcels 959748 (general commercial), 833835 (industrial), 823835 (industrial), and I-
90 
 
Proposed access: S Oaks Avenue 
 
Frequency of deliveries: No deliveries required – N/A 
 
Construction schedule including any proposed phasing of development: No proposed phasing of 
development. Construction schedule dependent on permit approval. Early 2021. 

 
Should you require any additional information, please call or email me as provided below.  
 
Thank you,  

 
 
Meghan Howey 
Technology Associates EC INC.  
Real Estate Specialist II | meghan.howey@taec.net | (253) 682-8556 
9725 Third Avenue NE, Suite 410 | Seattle | WA | 98115 

 
 

 
 
 

mailto:meghan.howey@taec.net






























145 SW 155th Street, Suite 102
Seattle, Washington 98166

Phone   206.244.4141
Fax   206.244.4455

SURVEY PREPARED FOR:

VERTICAL BRIDGE HOLDINGS, LLC
750 PARK OF COMMERCE DRIVE,
SUITE 200
BOCA RATON, FL  33487

SURVEY PREPARED BY:

















City of Cle Elum 
119 West First Street 
Cle Elum, WA  98922 

 
 

Phone: (509) 674-2262 
Fax: (509) 674-4097 

www.cityofcleelum.com 
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SUMMARY OF PRE-APPLICATION REVIEW MEETING 
CEMC 17.100.050(D) 

PREAP-2020-004 

T-Mobile Tower 

Pre-Application Meeting 

August 17, 2020 

 

This is a pre-application meeting summary with estimates and draft projections based upon the 

amount of information the City has been provided. Formal review of the project and associated 

mitigation or required actions will take place once applicable project applications are received. 

1. Summary of the application 

Application 

The applicant, Vertical Bridge and T-Mobile c/o Technology Associates EC Inc., submitted a 

Pre-Application Review (CEMC 17.100.050) application via email and hard copy on July 27, 

2020.  

The proposed project is on parcel 303134 adjacent to Oakes Avenue west of the I-90 overpass, 

and includes the following components: 

1. 160 foot monopole telecommunication tower 

2. 500 square foot ground lease 

3. Ground mechanical equipment enclosed behind an obscuring fence 

Pre-Application Review Meeting 

The Pre-Application Review meeting took place at 9:30 am on August 11, 2020 for 0.5 hours. 

The following people were in attendance: 

 Applicant  

o Meghan Howey, Technology Associates 

 City of Cle Elum 

o Rob Omans, Administrator/Building Official 

o Lucy Temple, Planner 

o Mike Engelhart, Public Works Director 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  



PREAP-2020-004_T-Mobile  2 | P a g e  

2. Identify the relevant approval criteria, development standards and other relevant laws 

and policies 

Review of the proposed project will follow a Type III permitting process (CEMC 

17.100.040(B)), however all permit types are listed below for reference. All applications may be 

submitted concurrently. Staff will consolidate permit review processes to increase efficiency and 

produce a single combined staff report, where applicable (CEMC 17.100.040(B). 

Once application and fees have been received, the applications will be reviewed for 

completeness (CEMC 17.100.060) and processing. When applications are deemed complete, the 

application materials will be reviewed per the criteria and standards found in CEMC 17.100, or 

elsewhere in the code as applicable. 

 Pre-Application Meeting 

o Complete August 11, 2020    

 State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) Checklist (Type III) 

o This project is not exempt per WAC 197-11-800, and therefore requires a SEPA 
Checklist to be submitted to the City of Cle Elum (RCW 43.21C, WAC 197-11) 

o Download from Washington State Department of Ecology SEPA webpage 

 Variance (Type III) - Application 

o The Variance process requires a hearing before the Cle Elum Planning Commission, 

which may take several weeks from receiving the application to holding the hearing, 

depending on the timing of the application and scheduled Planning Commission 

meetings. 

o The variance anticipated would be a request to deviate from the 35-foot height limit 
within City limits. 

 Site & Design Review (Type II) - Application 

o The Site & Design Review process includes review of the project property and  

 CEMC 17.76.040(F) Criteria for Design Review Approval 

 CEMC 17.76.050 Supplementary development standards.  

 Floodplain permit (Type II) – Application 

o The site is within the floodplain of the Yakima River and requires a floodplain 

permit. 

o The applicant should start with an Elevation Certificate from a certified engineer. 

 Building permit (Type I) - Application 

o While the applicant may choose to submit the building permit application 

concurrently with the other permits, the Certificate of Occupancy will only be issued 

after the other permits are complete.  

o The building permit must meet all requirements of the International Building Code, as 
adopted by the City.   

 Ground Lease  

o The applicant and City will also review and execute an amendment of the existing 

executed ground lease.  

 

https://cleelum.municipal.codes/CEMC/17.100.040(B)
https://cleelum.municipal.codes/CEMC/17.100.040(B)
https://cleelum.municipal.codes/CEMC/17.100.040(B)
https://cleelum.municipal.codes/CEMC/17.100.060
https://cleelum.municipal.codes/CEMC/17.100.050
https://cleelum.municipal.codes/CEMC/15.28
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=43.21c
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=197-11
https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-document-templates
https://cleelum.municipal.codes/CEMC/17.85
http://cityofcleelum.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/18-1219_VAR-Final.pdf
https://cleelum.municipal.codes/CEMC/17.76
http://cityofcleelum.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/18-1219_SDR-Final.pdf
https://cleelum.municipal.codes/CEMC/17.76.040(F)
https://cleelum.municipal.codes/CEMC/17.76.050
https://cleelum.municipal.codes/CEMC/15.24
http://cityofcleelum.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/2018_Floodplain-Development-Permit-Application.pdf
https://cleelum.municipal.codes/CEMC/15.04
http://cityofcleelum.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/2020-Building-Permit-Application.pdf
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Other agency permitting may include, but not be limited to: 

 DNR Forest Practices Application 

o Depends on how many trees are removed. 

o Contact Marty Mauney, 509) 856-7054, martin.mauney@dnr.wa.gov 

 Ecology Construction Stormwater General Permit 

o Depends on area of disturbed ground (> 1-acre) 

o Contact Wendy Neet, (509) 571-6733, wnee461@ECY.WA.GOV 

3. Evaluate information supplied by the applicant and identify any changes that may be 

necessary to comply with the approval criteria and development standards 

 Site Prep 

o Dust control and haul plan must be coordinated with Public Works 

o Tree removal shall be coordinated with Public Works. 

 Site access 

o Access to the site must be coordinated through Public Works. 

o Access to the tower is proposed to be constructed east of the existing gravel access 

driveway, which is closer to the overpass ramp. The existing gravel entrance is 

aligned across from the entrance of Swiftwater Blvd and the proposed entrance would 

be offset next to the guardrail. Because this is a private driveway with one trip per 

month, the access location is acceptable conditioned on approval by WSDOT, as this 

may be within the turnback jurisdiction. 

o CEMC 17.56.050 requires parking/driveway surfacing to be concrete, asphalt, or 

other hard surfaces approved by Public Works.  A compacted gravel surface may be 

acceptable for this application due to minimal trips and associated minimal parking. 
This must be coordinated through Public Works.  

 Stormwater  

o All stormwater must be retained onsite consistent with the City’s Construction 

Standards and Stormwater Management Manual for Eastern Washington. A 

stormwater report is not required as the impervious area is less than 2,000 square feet. 

 Landscaping 

o Landscaping will be required for site restoration per CEMC 17.64. 

 Sewer & Water  

 A fire hydrant is located on Oakes Avenue within 300 feet of the tower, no additional 
hydrants are needed.   

 The plans do not reference or show the existing water and sewer mains that traverse 

the site, serving Whispering Pines.  We recommend adding these facilities to the site 

plan to identify any potential conflicts. 

 Building 

 FAA review/approval may be required due to height of tower. 

 Zoning 

https://www.dnr.wa.gov/programs-and-services/forest-practices/review-applications-fpars/forest-practices-forms-and
https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/Permits-certifications/Stormwater-general-permits/Construction-stormwater-permit
https://cleelum.municipal.codes/CEMC/17.64
https://cleelum.municipal.codes/CEMC/17.64
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o The property is appropriately zoned industrial.  

4. Applicable application fees 

Note: per CEMC 17.150 (Ordinance 1550), the Applicant will be responsible for reimbursing the 

City for staff and/or the costs of consultants, should consultants be required. All invoices must be 

paid within 20 days of the date on the invoice. The Applicant and the City executed a developers 

reimbursement agreement in January, 2020.  

This link provides hourly rates city staff. Permit fees may be found here.  

 Pre-Application 

o The applicant will be invoiced for the following staff time for application review, 

including meeting preparation, the pre-application meeting, and post-meeting 

recap preparation: 

 Administrator: 0.5 hours 

 Planner: 3.5 hours 

 Public Works Director: 1.5 hours 

 Civil Engineer: 1 hour 

 SEPA Checklist $800 fee + $175* publication costs 

 Variance $600 fee + $175* publication costs 

 Site & Design Review $350 

 Floodplain Permit $1,000 + $175* publication costs 

 Building Permit fee to be determined 

*The $175 publication costs can be consolidated into a single $175 fee if submitted concurrently 

 

5. Public facilities and improvements necessary to serve the development 

 The applicant may need to make improvements to and regularly maintain the access 

driveway into the property from Oakes Avenue, which will be directed by the Public 

Works Director. 

6. Current utility connection charges 

 If the applicant chooses to have water, sewer, or garbage services, charges will need to be 

discussed with Utility Clerk Audrey Casassa at 509-674-2262 or 

audrey@cityofcleelum.com 

o An irrigation-only meter is an option for larger landscaping areas 

7. Physical development limitations 

 There do not appear to be development limitations other than the locations of existing 

utilities, wells, or other site topography. 

 Bear in mind that floodplain fill requires an equal amount of floodplain excavation, 

which will be discussed and determined during the floodplain permitting process. 

https://cleelum.municipal.codes/CEMC/17.150
http://cityofcleelum.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/ORD-1580-Amending-Staff-Time-Rates-2020.pdf
http://cityofcleelum.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/2019-Fee-Schedule-EXHIBIT-A_Final-for-Use-ABBREVIATED-VERSION.pdf
mailto:audrey@cityofcleelum.com


   

7409 Greenwood Avenue N, Suite A 
Seattle, WA 98103 

 

 
November 24, 2020 
 
Meghan Howey 
Technology Associates EC  
9725 Third Avenue NE, Suite 410 
Seattle, WA 98115 
 
Re: Acoustical Report – T-Mobile US-WA-5105 Cle Elum DT 
Site: 200 South Pennsylvania Ave, Cle Elum, WA 98922 
 
Dear Meghan, 
 
This report presents a noise survey performed in the immediate vicinity of the proposed  
T-Mobile telecommunications facility at 200 South Pennsylvania Avenue in Cle Elum, 
Washington.  This noise survey extends from the proposed equipment to the nearest properties.  
The purpose of this report is to document the existing conditions and the impacts of the acoustical 
changes due to the proposed equipment.  This report contains data on the existing and predicted 
noise environments, impact criteria and an evaluation of the predicted sound levels as they relate 
to the criteria. 
 
 
Ambient Conditions 
Existing ambient noise levels were measured on site with a Svantek 971 sound level meter on 
November 20, 2020. Measurements were conducted as close to the proposed location as 
possible and the property lines in accordance with the State of Washington code for Maximum 
Environmental Noise Levels WAC 173-60-020.  The average ambient noise level was 66 dBA, 
primarily due to noise from traffic on I-90. 
 
 
Code Requirements 
 
The site is located within the City of Cle Elum zoning jurisdiction on property with an I (Industrial) 
zoning.  The receiving properties are all in the same Industrial zoning. 
 
The proposed new equipment includes equipment support cabinets and an emergency generator.  
The equipment support cabinets are expected to run 24 hours a day.  The generator will run once 
a week during daytime hours for maintenance and testing purposes only. 
 
Cle Elum Municipal Code Chapter 17.36.040 requires all uses in the Industrial zone to comply 
with Washington State noise standards.  WAC 173-60-040 limits noise from equipment on a Class 
C EDNA (Industrial) property as follows: 
 
Class C EDNA Receiver:  Noise is limited to 70 dBA 24 hours a day.  As the support cabinets are 
expected to operate 24 hours a day they must meet this limit. 
 



T-Mobile 
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Additionally, WAC 173-60-040 allows that during any one-hour period, the maximum permissible 
noise level may be exceeded by 5 dBA for a 15 minute period.  Therefore, the generator must not 
exceed 75 dBA when running during daytime hours for maintenance testing.  The generator is 
exempt during emergency operation. 
 
Predicted Equipment Sound Levels 
24-Hour Operation Equipment 
The following table presents a summary of the equipment and their associated noise levels:   
 

Table 1: Equipment Noise Levels 

Equipment dBA (each) Quantity Combined 
dBA @ 5 ft 

Purcell HPL3 Equipment Cabinet 68 dBA @ 5ft 3 73 

Total dBA (All cabinets combined) 73 
 
Methods established by ARI Standard 275-2010 and ASHRAE were used in predicting equipment 
noise levels to the receiving properties.  Application factors such as location, height, and reflective 
surfaces are accounted for in the calculations.   
 
The equipment will be located at grade surrounded by a chain-link fence.  The nearest receiving 
property is approximately 70 feet west of the equipment.  The following table presents the 
predicted sound level at the nearest receiving properties:   
 

Table 2: Predicted Noise Levels: Proposed Equipment Cabinets 
Line Application Factor W 

1 Sound Pressure Level at 5 ft (dBA), Lp1 73 

2 
Distance Factor (DF) 
Inverse-Square Law (Free Field): DF = 20*log (d1/d2) 

-23 
(70 ft) 

3 
New Equipment Sound Pressure Level at Receiver, Lpr  
(Add lines 1 and 2) 

50 

 
As shown in Table 2, the sound pressure level from the proposed equipment is predicted to be 
50 dBA at the nearest receiving property to the west, which meets the 70 dBA code limit.  Noise 
levels at other receiving properties, which are further away, will be lower and within code limits.   
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Emergency Equipment 

The proposed equipment includes one Generac RD025 25 KW diesel generator with a Level 1 
sound enclosure and has a sound level of 65 dBA at 23 feet.  The generator will be located at 
grade surrounded by a 7’ chain-link fence.  The nearest receiving property is approximately 70 
feet west of the generator.  The following are the predicted sound levels at the receiving property:  
 

Table 3: Predicted Noise Levels: Proposed Emergency Generator 
Line Application Factor W 

1 Equipment Sound Pressure Level at 23 ft. (dBA), Lp1 65 

2 
Distance Factor (DF) 
Inverse-Square Law (Free Field): DF = 20log (d1/d2) 

-10 
(70 ft) 

3 New Equipment Sound Pressure Level at Receiver, Lpr 55 

 
As shown in Table 3, the sound pressure level from the proposed generator during test cycle 
operation is predicted to be 55 dBA at the nearest receiving property to the west, which meets 
the 75 dBA code limit.  Noise levels at other receiving properties, which are further away, will be 
lower and within code limits.   
 
Please contact us if you have any questions or require further information. 
 
Sincerely, 
SSA Acoustics, LLP 

 
Steve Hedback 
Acoustical Consultant 
 
 
 
 

  
 

This report has been prepared for the titled project or named part thereof and should not be used in whole or part and relied upon 
for any other project without the written authorization of SSA Acoustics, LLP.  SSA Acoustics, LLP accepts no responsibility or 
liability for the consequences of this document if it is used for a purpose other than that for which it was commissioned.  Persons 
wishing to use or rely upon this report for other purposes must seek written authority to do so from the owner of this report and/or 
SSA Acoustics, LLP and agree to indemnify SSA Acoustics, LLP for any and all resulting loss or damage.  SSA Acoustics, LLP 
accepts no responsibility or liability for this document to any other party other than the person by whom it was commissioned.  The 
findings and opinions expressed are relevant to the dates of the works and should not be relied upon to represent conditions at 
substantially later dates.  Opinions included therein are based on information gathered during the study and from our experience.  
If additional information becomes available which may affect our comments, conclusions or recommendations SSA Acoustics, LLP 
reserves the right to review the information, reassess any new potential concerns and modify our opinions accordingly. 
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EXHIBIT 2.  STATE ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT (SEPA) PACKAGE (SEP-2020-009) 

• Notice of SEPA Comment Period, SEPA Checklist & DNS 

• For comments received see Exhibit 6. No SEPA comments were received. 
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CITY OF CLE ELUM 

DETERMINATION OF NONSIGNIFICANCE (DNS) 

January 27, 2021 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSAL:  

A 160-foot monopole cellular tower. 

PROPONENT:   

Vertical Bridge c/o Technology Associates EC Inc. 

Contact: Meghan Howey, 9725 3rd Ave NE, #410, Seattle, WA 98115, 253-682-8556 

LOCATION OF PROPOSAL:  

200 S Pennsylvania Ave, Cle Elum, WA 98922, Parcel #303134  

LEAD AGENCY:   

City of Cle Elum 

DETERMINATION:  

The lead agency for this proposal has determined that the proposal (SEP-2020-004) does not have a 

probable significant adverse impact on the environment. An environmental impact statement (EIS) is not 

required under RCW 43.21C.030(2)(c) and WAC 197-11. This decision was made after review of a 

completed SEPA environmental checklist and other information on file with the lead agency. The 

responsible official finds this information reasonably sufficient to evaluate the environmental impact of this 

proposal. This information is available to the public on the City’s website at:  

http://cityofcleelum.com/proposed-wireless-communication-facility-2020/ 

ACTION:  

This DNS is issued under WAC 197-11-340(2)(v) and CEMC 15.28; the lead agency will not typically act 

on this proposal for 14 days from the date the DNS is signed.  

RESPONSIBLE OFFICIAL: Lucy Temple 

POSITION/TITLE:  City Planner  

ADDRESS:   119 West First Street, Cle Elum, WA 98922 

EMAIL:    ltemple@cleelum.gov  

PHONE NUMBER:  (509) 674-2262 

 

 

DATE: January 27, 2021  Signature:  

 

Pursuant to CEMC 15.28.250 this DNS may be appealed by submitting specific factual objections in writing 

with a fee of $550.00 to the Cle Elum City Council, 119 West First Street, Cle Elum, WA 98922. 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=43.21C.030
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=197-11
http://cityofcleelum.com/proposed-wireless-communication-facility-2020/
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=197-11-340
https://cleelum.municipal.codes/CEMC/15.28
mailto:ltemple@cleelum.gov
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SEPA ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST 
 
 

Purpose of checklist: 
 
Governmental agencies use this checklist to help determine whether the environmental impacts of your 
proposal are significant. This information is also helpful to determine if available avoidance, minimization 
or compensatory mitigation measures will address the probable significant impacts or if an environmental 
impact statement will be prepared to further analyze the proposal. 
 

Instructions for applicants:  
 
This environmental checklist asks you to describe some basic information about your proposal. Please 
answer each question accurately and carefully, to the best of your knowledge.  You may need to consult 
with an agency specialist or private consultant for some questions.  You may use “not applicable” or 
"does not apply" only when you can explain why it does not apply and not when the answer is unknown.  
You may also attach or incorporate by reference additional studies reports.  Complete and accurate 
answers to these questions often avoid delays with the SEPA process as well as later in the decision-
making process. 
 
The checklist questions apply to all parts of your proposal, even if you plan to do them over a period of 
time or on different parcels of land.  Attach any additional information that will help describe your proposal 
or its environmental effects.  The agency to which you submit this checklist may ask you to explain your 
answers or provide additional information reasonably related to determining if there may be significant 
adverse impact. 

Instructions for Lead Agencies: 
Please adjust the format of this template as needed.  Additional information may be necessary to 
evaluate the existing environment, all interrelated aspects of the proposal and an analysis of adverse 
impacts.  The checklist is considered the first but not necessarily the only source of information needed to 
make an adequate threshold determination.  Once a threshold determination is made, the lead agency is 
responsible for the completeness and accuracy of the checklist and other supporting documents. 
 

Use of checklist for nonproject proposals:   
 
For nonproject proposals (such as ordinances, regulations, plans and programs), complete the applicable 
parts of sections A and B plus the SUPPLEMENTAL SHEET FOR NONPROJECT ACTIONS (part D).  Please 
completely answer all questions that apply and note that the words "project," "applicant," and "property or 
site" should be read as "proposal," "proponent," and "affected geographic area," respectively. The lead 
agency may exclude (for non-projects) questions in Part B - Environmental Elements –that do not 
contribute meaningfully to the analysis of the proposal. 
 

A.  Background  [HELP] 
 
 

1.  Name of proposed project, if applicable: Vertical Bridge US-WA-5105 Cle Elum DT 

 

2.  Name of applicant: Vertical Bridge c/o Technology Associates EC Inc., Meghan Howey 
 

3.  Address and phone number of applicant and contact person:  

https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/Checklist-guidance
https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-A-Background
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(253) 682-8556, 9725 3rd Avenue NE, Ste 410, Seattle, WA 98115 

 

4.  Date checklist prepared: November 24, 2020 
 
5.  Agency requesting checklist: City of Cle Elum 
 
6.  Proposed timing or schedule (including phasing, if applicable): No phasing is proposed. The 
proposed project is scheduled for construction February 23, 2021. 

 

7.  Do you have any plans for future additions, expansion, or further activity related to or 
connected with this proposal?  If yes, explain. There are no current plans for additions; 
however, the facility is designed so that other carriers may co-locate. There would be no 
expansion of the proposed compound for collocations.  

 

8.  List any environmental information you know about that has been prepared, or will be 

prepared, directly related to this proposal. Lotis Environmental prepared a Phase I 

Environmental Site Assessment on September 14, 2020. 

 
9.  Do you know whether applications are pending for governmental approvals of other 
proposals directly affecting the property covered by your proposal?  If yes, explain. There are no 
other known applications pending governmental approval or other proposals directly affecting 
the property covered by this proposal.  

 
10.  List any government approvals or permits that will be needed for your proposal, if known. 
There are a number of governmental approvals required for this project, including a Pre-
application Conference, Site & Design Review, Variance Type III, Floodplain Permit Type II, and 
a Building Permit.  

 
11.  Give brief, complete description of your proposal, including the proposed uses and the size 
of the project and site.  There are several questions later in this checklist that ask you to 
describe certain aspects of your proposal.  You do not need to repeat those answers on this 
page.  (Lead agencies may modify this form to include additional specific information on project 
description.) Vertical Bridge proposes a new 160’ steel monopole, 50x50 fenced compound, and 
T-Mobile wireless telecommunication facility per plans. The subject parcel is 18.17 acres, but 
this project will only affect a small portion of this.  

 
12.  Location of the proposal.  Give sufficient information for a person to understand the precise 
location of your proposed project, including a street address, if any, and section, township, and 
range, if known.  If a proposal would occur over a range of area, provide the range or 
boundaries of the site(s).  Provide a legal description, site plan, vicinity map, and topographic 
map, if reasonably available.  While you should submit any plans required by the agency, you 
are not required to duplicate maps or detailed plans submitted with any permit applications 
related to this checklist. The proposed project is located in the northwest corner of 200 South 
Pennsylvania Avenue, Cle Elum, WA 98922 / parcel 303134. The facility will be accessed from 
South Oaks Avenue. Legal descriptions, boundaries, site plan, vicinity map, and topographic 
map are included in the attached plan set.  
 
 
B.  Environmental Elements  [HELP] 
 

https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements
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1.  Earth  [help] 
 
a.  General description of the site:  
 
(circle one):  Flat, rolling, hilly, steep slopes, mountainous, other _____________     
b.  What is the steepest slope on the site (approximate percent slope)? The steepest slope is 
approximately 1% or less. 
 
 
c.  What general types of soils are found on the site (for example, clay, sand, gravel, peat,  

muck)?  If you know the classification of agricultural soils, specify them and note any 
agricultural land of long-term commercial significance and whether the proposal results in 
removing any of these soils. Dirt and gravel are surface soils. Loam is generally found at this 
site in the first and second layers of soil (0-17 inches). The third layer is fine-sandy loam (17-
39 inches). The fourth and final layer is extremely gravelly – sand (39-60 inches).  

 
d.  Are there surface indications or history of unstable soils in the immediate vicinity?  If so,  

describe. There are no surface indications or history of unstable soils in the immediate 
vicinity.  

 
e.  Describe the purpose, type, total area, and approximate quantities and total affected area of 

any filling, excavation, and grading proposed. Indicate source of fill. In the 50x50 proposed 
compound area, excavation, grading, clearing, and debris removal is proposed. There is no 
fill placement proposed. Compensatory storage is not necessary. All spoils will be removed 
from the site – 6” of soil will be replaced by compacted gravel. Please reference the last 
sheet of submitted plan set titled “Drainage, Grading, Tesco, & SWPP Plan”. 

 
f.  Could erosion occur as a result of clearing, construction, or use?  If so, generally describe. 

Erosion could not occur as a result of clearing, construction, or use. 

 
g.  About what percent of the site will be covered with impervious surfaces after project  

construction (for example, asphalt or buildings)? Approximately 500 square feet will be 
covered by impervious surfaces after project construction.  

 
h.  Proposed measures to reduce or control erosion, or other impacts to the earth, if any: There 

are no proposed measures to reduce or control erosion or other impacts to the earth. 

 
 
2. Air  [help] 
 
a.  What types of emissions to the air would result from the proposal during construction, 

operation, and maintenance when the project is completed? If any, generally describe and 
give approximate quantities if known. No emissions to the air would result from the proposal 
during construction, operation, and maintenance outside of minor emissions from a few 
vehicles traveling to the site.  

 
b.  Are there any off-site sources of emissions or odor that may affect your proposal?  If so,  
generally describe. There are no off-site sources of emissions or odors that will affect this 
proposal.  

https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-Earth
https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-Air
meghan.howey
Oval

City of Cle Elum
Callout
Onsite compensatory mitigation equivalent to fill above grade will be required, per the floodplain permit (FP-2020-004).

City of Cle Elum
Callout
The entire project will include 2,000sf of impervious surfacing.

City of Cle Elum
Callout
Diesel generators may be used onsite as emergency power back up. Impacts are anticipated to be negligible. 
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c.  Proposed measures to reduce or control emissions or other impacts to air, if any: There are 

no proposed measures to reduce or control emissions or other impacts to the air.  
  
  
3.  Water  [help] 
 
a.  Surface Water: [help] 
 

1) Is there any surface water body on or in the immediate vicinity of the site (including 
year-round and seasonal streams, saltwater, lakes, ponds, wetlands)?  If yes, describe 
type and provide names.  If appropriate, state what stream or river it flows into. The 
Yakima River is near this site. I-90 provides a barrier between the proposed project and 
the river. There is a pond on the opposite side of the 18 acre parcel.  

 
2) Will the project require any work over, in, or adjacent to (within 200 feet) the described 

waters?  If yes, please describe and attach available plans. The site is approximately 900 
feet from the river and approximately 600 feet from the pond.  

 
3) Estimate the amount of fill and dredge material that would be placed in or removed 

from surface water or wetlands and indicate the area of the site that would be affected.  
Indicate the source of fill material. No fill or dredge material would be placed on or 
removed from surface water or wetlands.  

 
4) Will the proposal require surface water withdrawals or diversions?  Give general  

description, purpose, and approximate quantities if known. The proposal will not require 
surface water withdrawals or diversions.  

 
5) Does the proposal lie within a 100-year floodplain?  If so, note location on the site plan. 

Yes, the proposal lies within a 100-year floodplain. A floodplain application has been 
submitted and a design to compensate for this has been incorporated into the drawings.  

 
6) Does the proposal involve any discharges of waste materials to surface waters?  If so,  

describe the type of waste and anticipated volume of discharge. The proposal does not 
involve discharges of waste materials to surface waters.  

 
b.  Ground Water: [help] 
 

1) Will groundwater be withdrawn from a well for drinking water or other purposes? If so, 
give a general description of the well, proposed uses and approximate quantities 
withdrawn from the well. Will water be discharged to groundwater? Give general 
description, purpose, and approximate quantities if known. No groundwater will be 
withdrawn from a well for drinking water or other purposes.  

 
2) Describe waste material that will be discharged into the ground from septic tanks or  

other sources, if any (for example:  Domestic sewage; industrial, containing the 
following chemicals. . . ; agricultural; etc.).  Describe the general size of the system, the 
number of such systems, the number of houses to be served (if applicable), or the 
number of animals or humans the system(s) are expected to serve. There will be no 
waste material discharged into the ground from septic tanks or other sources.  

 
c.  Water runoff (including stormwater): 

https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-3-Water
https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-3-Water/Environmental-elements-Surface-water
https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-3-Water/Environmental-elements-Groundwater
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1)  Describe the source of runoff (including storm water) and method of collection 

and disposal, if any (include quantities, if known).  Where will this water flow?   
Will this water flow into other waters?  If so, describe. Minor water runoff from the 500 
square foot compound will collect in the surrounding soil.  

 
2) Could waste materials enter ground or surface waters?  If so, generally describe. No 

waste materials could enter ground or surface waters.  
 
3) Does the proposal alter or otherwise affect drainage patterns in the vicinity of the site? If 

so, describe. The proposal does not alter or otherwise affect drainage patterns in the 
vicinity of the site.  

 

d. Proposed measures to reduce or control surface, ground, and runoff water, and drainage 

pattern impacts, if any: There are no proposed measures to reduce or control surface, ground, 

and runoff water, and drainage impacts.  

 

 
4.  Plants  [help] 
 
a. Check the types of vegetation found on the site: 

 

X__deciduous tree:  alder, maple, aspen, other 

X__evergreen tree:  fir, cedar, pine, other 
X__shrubs 

X__grass 

____pasture 

____crop or grain 

____ Orchards, vineyards or other permanent crops. 
____ wet soil plants:  cattail, buttercup, bullrush, skunk cabbage, other 

____water plants:  water lily, eelgrass, milfoil, other 

____other types of vegetation 

 
 
b.  What kind and amount of vegetation will be removed or altered? Shrubs and grass will be 

removed for the 50x50 compound and access road.  

 
c.  List threatened and endangered species known to be on or near the site. There are no 

threatened and endangered species known to be on or near the site.  

 
 
d.  Proposed landscaping, use of native plants, or other measures to preserve or enhance 

 vegetation on the site, if any: There is no proposed landscaping, use of native plants, or 
other measures to preserve or enhance vegetation on the site.  

 
e.  List all noxious weeds and invasive species known to be on or near the site. There are no 

noxious weeds and invasive species known to be on or near the site.  
 
 

https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-4-Plants
City of Cle Elum
Callout
The entire project will include 2,000sf of impervious surfacing.
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5.  Animals  [help] 
 
a.  List any birds and other animals which have been observed on or near the site or are known 

to be on or near the site. There are no known birds or other animals observed on or near 
the site.                                                                                   

 
Examples include:   

 
 birds:  hawk, heron, eagle, songbirds, other:         
 mammals:  deer, bear, elk, beaver, other:         
 fish:  bass, salmon, trout, herring, shellfish, other ________ 
        
 
b. List any threatened and  endangered species known to be on or near the site. There are no 

threatened and endangered species known to be on or near the site.  
 
 
c. Is the site part of a migration route?  If so, explain. The site is not known to be part of a 
migration route.  

 
 
d. Proposed measures to preserve or enhance wildlife, if any: There are no proposed measures 

to preserve or enhance wildlife.  
 
  
e. List any invasive animal species known to be on or near the site. There are no invasive 

animal species known to be on or near the site.  

 
 
6.  Energy and Natural Resources  [help] 
 
a.  What kinds of energy (electric, natural gas, oil, wood stove, solar) will be used to meet 

the completed project's energy needs?  Describe whether it will be used for heating,  
manufacturing, etc. Electric energy would be used to meet the completed project’s energy 
needs.  

 
 
b.  Would your project affect the potential use of solar energy by adjacent properties?  

If so, generally describe.  The project would not use solar energy by adjacent properties.  

 
 
c.  What kinds of energy conservation features are included in the plans of this proposal? 

 List other proposed measures to reduce or control energy impacts, if any: There are no 
converstion features included in the plans of this proposal.   

 
 
7.  Environmental Health   [help] 
 
a.  Are there any environmental health hazards, including exposure to toxic chemicals, risk 

of fire and explosion, spill, or hazardous waste, that could occur as a result of this proposal?  

https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-5-Animals
https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/Checklist-guidancel#5.%20Animals
https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-6-Energy-natural-resou
https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-7-Environmental-health
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If so, describe. There are no known environmental health hazards that could occur as a result 
of this proposal.  

 
1) Describe any known or possible contamination at the site from present or past uses.  

There is no known or possible contamination at the site from presen or past uses.  

 

2) Describe existing hazardous chemicals/conditions that might affect project development 
and design. This includes underground hazardous liquid and gas transmission pipelines 
located within the project area and in the vicinity. There are no existing hazardous 
chemicals/conditions that may affect project development and design.  
 
 

3)  Describe any toxic or hazardous chemicals that might be stored, used, or produced 
during the project's development or construction, or at any time during the operating 
life of the project. There are no toxic or hazardous chemicals that may be stored, used 
or produced during the project’s development or construction.  
 
 

4) Describe special emergency services that might be required. A fire extinquisher is kept 
at the site in case of fires.  
 
 

5) Proposed measures to reduce or control environmental health hazards, if any: There 
are no proposed measures to reduce or control environmental health hazards.   

 
b.  Noise   
 

1) What types of noise exist in the area which may affect your project (for example: 
traffic, equipment, operation, other)? There are no types of noise that exist in the area 
which may affect this project.   

 
2) What types and levels of noise would be created by or associated with the project on a  
short-term or a long-term basis (for example:  traffic, construction, operation, other)? Indi- 
cate what hours noise would come from the site. There is extremely minimal noise created 
by the equipment cabinets which is within code limits. The noise from the construction will 
be within normal working hours and should not create a problem since the project is in an 
industrial area bordered by I-90 and railways.  

 
3) Proposed measures to reduce or control noise impacts, if any: There are no proposed 

measures to reduce or control noise impacts.  

 
 
8.  Land and Shoreline Use   [help] 
 
a. What is the current use of the site and adjacent properties? Will the proposal affect current 

land uses on nearby or adjacent properties? If so, describe. The site is currently vacant. The 
adjacent properties are used for industrial and general commercial purposes. The site is 
also bordered by railway and an I-90 corridor.  

 
 

https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-8-Land-shoreline-use
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b. Has the project site been used as working farmlands or working forest lands? If so, describe. 
How much agricultural or forest land of long-term commercial significance will be converted to 
other uses as a result of the proposal, if any? If resource lands have not been designated, 
how many acres in farmland or forest land tax status will be converted to nonfarm or 
nonforest use? The project site is not used as working farmlands or working forest lands.  

  
 

1) Will the proposal affect or be affected by surrounding working farm or forest land normal 
business operations, such as oversize equipment access, the application of pesticides, 
tilling, and harvesting? If so, how: The proposal will not affect or be affected by 
surrounding working farm or forest land normal business operations.  

 
 
c.  Describe any structures on the site. There are no structures on the site currently.  

 
 
d.  Will any structures be demolished?  If so, what? No structures will be demolished.  

 
 
e.  What is the current zoning classification of the site? The current zone is Industrial (I).  

 
 
f.  What is the current comprehensive plan designation of the site? The current comprehensive 

plan designation of the site is unknown.  

 
 
g.  If applicable, what is the current shoreline master program designation of the site? There is 

no shoreline master program designation for this site.  

 
 
h.  Has any part of the site been classified as a critical area  by the city or county?  If so, specify. 

600 feet away from the construction site is a pond that is designated as wetland by the City.  

 
 
i.  Approximately how many people would reside or work in the completed project? No one 

would work or reside in the completed project.  

 
 
 
j.  Approximately how many people would the completed project displace? This project would 

not displace anyone.  

 
 
k.  Proposed measures to avoid or reduce displacement impacts, if any: There are no proposed 

measures to avoid or reduce displacement impacts.  
 
  



 
 
SEPA Environmental checklist (WAC 197-11-960)  July 2016 Page 9 of 14 

 

L. Proposed measures to ensure the proposal is compatible with existing and projected land  
uses and plans, if any: There are no proposed measure to ensure the proposal is compatible 
with existing and project land uses and plans.  

 
 
m. Proposed measures to reduce or control impacts to agricultural and forest lands of long-term 

commercial significance, if any: There are no proposed measure to reduce or control impacts 
to agricultural and forest lands of long-term commercial significance.  

 
 
9.  Housing   [help] 
 
a.  Approximately how many units would be provided, if any?  Indicate whether high, mid- 

dle, or low-income housing. There are no units that would be provided.  

 
 
b.  Approximately how many units, if any, would be eliminated? Indicate whether high, 

middle, or low-income housing. There are no units that would be eliminated.  

 
 
c.  Proposed measures to reduce or control housing impacts, if any: There are no proposed 

measures to reduce or control housing impacts.  

 
 
10.  Aesthetics   [help] 
a.  What is the tallest height of any proposed structure(s), not including antennas; what is 

the principal exterior building material(s) proposed? The proposed monopole is 160’ high. 
The principal exterior building materials are steel.  

 
 
b.  What views in the immediate vicinity would be altered or obstructed? Views from adjacent 

industrial and general commercial properties would be very minimally impacted. The facility is 
largely obscured by trees and existing vegetation.  

 
 
b. Proposed measures to reduce or control aesthetic impacts, if any: The existing vegetation 

and trees will largely screen the facility from view.  
 

 
11.  Light and Glare  [help] 
 
a.  What type of light or glare will the proposal produce?  What time of day would it mainly 

occur? No light or glare will be produced by this project.  

 
 
b.  Could light or glare from the finished project be a safety hazard or interfere with views? There 

is no light or glare from the finished project so no safety hazard is present.  

 

https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-9-Housing
https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-10-Aesthetics
https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-11-Light-glare
City of Cle Elum
Callout
All structures onsite will be color matched to the existing surrounding native vegetation
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c.  What existing off-site sources of light or glare may affect your proposal? There is no off-site 

source of light or glare.  
 
 
d.  Proposed measures to reduce or control light and glare impacts, if any: There are no 

proposed measures to reduce or control light and glare impacts.  
 
 
 
12.  Recreation  [help] 
a.  What designated and informal recreational opportunities are in the immediate vicinity? There 

are no designated and informal recreational opportunities in the immediate vicinity.  

 
 
b.  Would the proposed project displace any existing recreational uses?  If so, describe. The 

proposed project would not displace any existing recreational uses.  
 
 
c.  Proposed measures to reduce or control impacts on recreation, including recreation 

opportunities to be provided by the project or applicant, if any: There are no proposed 
measures to reduce or control impacts on recreation, including recreation opportunities to be 
provided by the project.  

 
 
13.  Historic and cultural preservation   [help] 
 
a.  Are there any buildings, structures, or sites, located on or near the site that are over 45 years 

old listed in or eligible for listing in national, state, or local preservation registers ? If so, 
specifically describe. There are no buildings, structures, or sites located on or near the site 
that are over 45 years old listed in or eligible for listing in national, state, or local preservation 
registers.  

 
 
b.  Are there any landmarks, features, or other evidence of Indian or historic use or occupation? 

This may include human burials or old cemeteries. Are there any material evidence, artifacts, 
or areas of cultural importance on or near the site? Please list any professional studies 
conducted at the site to identify such resources. There are no landmarks, features, or other 
evidence of Indian or historic use or occupation.  

 

 
c.  Describe the methods used to assess the potential impacts to cultural and historic resources 

on or near the project site. Examples include consultation with tribes and the department of 
archeology and historic preservation, archaeological surveys, historic maps, GIS data, etc. 
There are no methods used to assess the potential impacts to cultural and historic resources 
on or near the project site.  

 
 

https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-12-Recreation
https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-13-Historic-cultural-p
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d. Proposed measures to avoid, minimize, or compensate for loss, changes to, and disturbance 
to resources. Please include plans for the above and any permits that may be required. 
There are no proposed measures to avoid, minimize, or compensate for loss, changes to, 
and disturbance to resources.  

 
 
 
14.  Transportation  [help] 
 
a.  Identify public streets and highways serving the site or affected geographic area and 

describe proposed access to the existing street system.  Show on site plans, if any. S Oakes 
Avenue and an on-ramp to I-90 is serving the site and affected geographic area. The site will 
be accessed from S Oakes Avenue.  

 
 
b.  Is the site or affected geographic  area currently served by public transit?  If so, generally 

describe.  If not, what is the approximate distance to the nearest transit stop? The site or 
affected geographic area is not currently served by public transit.  

 
 
c.  How many additional parking spaces would the completed project or non-project proposal 

have?  How many would the project or proposal eliminate? No additional parking spaces are 
proposed.  

 
 
d.  Will the proposal require any new or improvements to existing roads, streets, pedestrian, 

bicycle or state transportation facilities, not including driveways? If so, generally describe 
(indicate whether public or private). No improvements to existing roads, streets, pedestrial, 
bicycle, or state transportation facilities are required.   

 
  
e.  Will the project or proposal use (or occur in the immediate vicinity of) water, rail, or air 

transportation?  If so, generally describe. The proposal will not occur in the immediate vicinity 
of water, rail or air transportation. Water is 600 feet away from this project.  

 
 
f.  How many vehicular trips per day would be generated by the completed project or proposal? 

If known, indicate when peak volumes would occur and what percentage of the volume would 
be trucks (such as commercial and nonpassenger vehicles). What data or transportation 
models were used to make these estimates? Minimal vehicle trips will be generated to 
construct the project. After that the site would be visited for maintenance minimally. There 
would be no vehicle trips per day generated.  

 
 
g. Will the proposal interfere with, affect or be affected by the movement of agricultural and 

forest products on roads or streets in the area? If so, generally describe. The proposal will not 
interfere with, affect or be affected by the movement of agricultural and forest products on 
roads or streets in the area.  

 

https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-14-Transportation
https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/Checklist-guidance#14.%20Transportation
https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/Checklist-guidance#14.%20Transportation
City of Cle Elum
Callout
An inadvertent discovery plan will be kept onsite at all times during ground disturbing activities.



 
 
SEPA Environmental checklist (WAC 197-11-960)  July 2016 Page 12 of 14 

 

 
h. Proposed measures to reduce or control transportation impacts, if any: There are no 

proposed measures to reduce or control transportation impacts.  

 
 
15.  Public Services  [help] 
 
a.  Would the project result in an increased need for public services (for example: fire protection, 

police protection, public transit, health care, schools, other)?  If so, generally describe. The 
project would not result in an increased need for public services.  

 
 
b.  Proposed measures to reduce or control direct impacts on public services, if any. There are 

no proposed measures to reduce or control direct impacts on public services.  

 
 
16.  Utilities   [help] 
 
a.   Circle utilities currently available at the site:  

electricity, natural gas, water, refuse service, telephone, sanitary sewer, septic system,  
other ___________ 

 
 
c. Describe the utilities that are proposed for the project, the utility providing the service, 

and the general construction activities on the site or in the immediate vicinity which might 
be needed. An existing utility pole on S Oaks Avenue will be used for T-Mobile power and as 
a Telco service point.    

 
 
 
 

C.  Signature   [HELP] 
 
The above answers are true and complete to the best of my knowledge.  I understand that the 
lead agency is relying on them to make its decision. 
 
 
 
 
 
Signature:   ___________________________________________________ 

Name of signee _Meghan Howey____________________________________ 

Position and Agency/Organization _Real Estate Specialist II, Technology Associates EC Inc.  

Date Submitted:  _11/25/2020____________ 

  
 
D.  Supplemental sheet for nonproject actions  [HELP] 
 
  
(IT IS NOT NECESSARY to use this sheet for project actions) 
 

https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-15-Public-services
https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-16-Utilities
https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-C-Signature
https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-D-Non-project-actions
meghan.howey
Oval

City of Cle Elum
Text Box
Annotations added 1/27/21 by City Planner Lucy Temple based on additional information from the applicant.
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 Because these questions are very general, it may be helpful to read them in conjunction  
with the list of the elements of the environment. 

 
 When answering these questions, be aware of the extent the proposal, or the types of  

activities likely to result from the proposal, would affect the item at a greater intensity or  
at a faster rate than if the proposal were not implemented.  Respond briefly and in 
general terms. 

 
 
1.  How would the proposal be likely to increase discharge to water; emissions to air; pro- 

duction, storage, or release of toxic or hazardous substances; or production of noise? 

 
 
 Proposed measures to avoid or reduce such increases are: 

 
 
2.  How would the proposal be likely to affect plants, animals, fish, or marine life? 

 
 
 
 Proposed measures to protect or conserve plants, animals, fish, or marine life are: 

 
 
 
3.   How would the proposal be likely to deplete energy or natural resources? 

 
 
 Proposed measures to protect or conserve energy and natural resources are: 
 
 
 
4.  How would the proposal be likely to use or affect environmentally sensitive areas or  

areas designated (or eligible or under study) for governmental protection; such as parks,  
wilderness, wild and scenic rivers, threatened or endangered species habitat, historic or  
cultural sites, wetlands, floodplains, or prime farmlands? 

 
 
 
 Proposed measures to protect such resources or to avoid or reduce impacts are: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.  How would the proposal be likely to affect land and shoreline use, including whether it  

would allow or encourage land or shoreline uses incompatible with existing plans? 
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Proposed measures to avoid or reduce shoreline and land use impacts are: 

 
 
 
 
6.  How would the proposal be likely to increase demands on transportation or public 

services and utilities? 

 
 
 
 Proposed measures to reduce or respond to such demand(s) are: 

 
 
 
7.  Identify, if possible, whether the proposal may conflict with local, state, or federal laws or 

requirements for the protection of the environment.  





 

Vertical Bridge FP-2020-004, SDR-2020-006  81 | P a g e  

EXHIBIT 3.  FLOODPLAIN PERMIT PACKAGE (FP-2020-004)  

• Floodplain permit, floodplain application 

• For Notice of Application, see Exhibit 1 

• For comments received see Exhibit 6 
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PERMIT #:   FP-2020-004 

City of Cle Elum 
119 West First Street 
Cle Elum, WA  98922 

 
 

Phone: (509) 674-2262 
Fax: (509) 674-4097 

www.cityofcleelum.com 
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FLOODPLAIN DEVELOPMENT PERMIT 

Permission is granted under provisions of Chapter 86.18 RCW, this 12th day of February, 2021, to: Vertical 

Bridge c/o Technology Associates EC Inc., for the installation of a 160’ cellular tower monopole and associated 

equipment in a 50 x 50 foot leased area in the following location, Parcel 303134; 200 South Pennsylvania Ave, 

Cle Elum, WA, 98922; Lat 47.192223, Long -120.93679. 

Proposed works, structures, or improvements must be in accordance with Cle Elum Municipal Code (CEMC) 

as applicable, and the conditions listed below in this document. This flood permit and plans attached thereto 

will remain on file at Cle Elum City Hall. 

The work herein authorized shall commence on or after the effective date and shall be completed by the timeline 

set forth in the corresponding building permit issued for this project, or before such dates as may be specified 

by any extensions granted. 

Analysis 

The application received was certified by the applicant’s engineer and reviewed by the City (see Site & Design 

Review Exhibit 5). The City Floodplain Manager determined based on best available current and historical 

information, that the proposed site is reasonably safe from flooding (CEMC 15.24.140(E); 44 CFR 

60.3(c)(3)(4)). According to data provided by the applicant, the adjacent grade is between 1905.2 ft and 1906.7 

ft. The top of the planned concrete pad is set to be constructed no higher than the highest adjacent grade. The 

project does not include, nor does the City require compensatory mitigation at this location. The application 

was reviewed using the following sections of the Cle Elum Municipal Code (CEMC):  

• CEMC 15.24.140 - Construction and Development Standards - Generally 

• CEMC 15.24.150(B) - Construction and Development - Nonresidential Construction 

• CEMC 18.01.060(D) – New permits required for activities in critical areas 

• CEMC 18.01.070(E) - Performance standards - Frequently flooded areas  

• CEMC 18.02 – Shoreline Master Program, 4.2 Environmental Protection and Critical Areas, Section T - 

Regulations – Frequently flooded area compensatory mitigation 

Conditions 

1. The applicant shall provide an annotated existing site plan that shows the floodplain boundary. 

2. The applicant shall provide the volume of any fill above highest adjacent grade, and any structures from 

0-2 feet above the adjacent grade, for the project record and demonstrate adherence to the additional 

conditions below before the building permit will be issued for this project. Using the collected onsite 

elevations, the applicant will adhere to the additional conditions below. 

3. Any structures from 0-2 feet above highest adjacent grade shall be floodproofed, otherwise elevate 

utilities 2 feet above highest adjacent grade.  

 

 

 

_____________________________________________________  February 2, 2021_________ 

Lucy Temple, City Planner/Floodplain Manager          Date 

 

https://cleelum.municipal.codes/CEMC/15.24.140
https://cleelum.municipal.codes/CEMC/15.24.150(B)
https://cleelum.municipal.codes/CEMC/18.01.060(D)
https://cleelum.municipal.codes/CEMC/18.01.070
http://cityofcleelum.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/19-1003_FINAL-ADOPTED-SMP.pdf


1

Lucy Temple

From: Lucy Temple
Sent: Monday, February 1, 2021 8:44 AM
To: Meghan Howey
Subject: RE: US-WA-5105 highest and lowest grade

Hi Meghan, 
 
The info below works and even better than that it is all I need for the Floodplain permit! I did a lot of digging over the 
weekend and found that you do not need compensatory mitigation. 
 
So all I need now are the photo sims, which will help determine whether any landscaping other than repairing any 
disturbed ground will be necessary. 
 
Good news! 
Lucy 
 

From: Meghan Howey <meghan.howey@taec.net>  
Sent: Friday, January 29, 2021 9:08 AM 
To: Lucy Temple <ltemple@cleelum.gov> 
Subject: FW: US-WA-5105 highest and lowest grade 
 
Hi Lucy,  
 
Does the below work for you? 
 
 
Thank you,  
 
 
Meghan Howey 
Technology Associates EC INC. 
Real Estate Specialist II | meghan.howey@taec.net | (253) 682-8556 
9725 Third Avenue NE, Suite 410 | Seattle | WA | 98115 
**PLEASE NOTE NEW ADDRESS** 
 
 
 Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail. 
The information contained in this e-mail message is intended for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that is 
proprietary, privileged, confidential, and exempt from disclosure under applicable laws.  If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or the 
employee or agent responsible for delivery to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any use, printing, reproduction, disclosure or dissemination of 
this communication may be subject to legal action or sanction. 
 
 
 

From: Kevin Walker <kevinw@duncansonco.com>  
Sent: Friday, January 29, 2021 7:42 AM 
To: Meghan Howey <meghan.howey@taec.net> 
Cc: Barbara Chaney <barbara.chaney@taec.net> 
Subject: RE: US-WA-5105 highest and lowest grade 
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Hi Meghan, 
 
For the general area as we have it surveyed is as follows: 
 
Datum = NAVD88 
LAG = 1903.2 feet 
HAG = 1910.0 feet 
 
For the lease area specific, elevations as follows: 
 
Datum = NAVD88 
LAG = 1905.2 feet 
HAG = 1906.7 feet 
 
Please let me know if this works or how we need this information delivered. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Kevin J. Walker, PLS  
Survey Manager  
Duncanson Company Inc. 
145 SW 155th Street, Suite 102  
Seattle, Washington  98166  
206-244-4141  
 

From: Meghan Howey <meghan.howey@taec.net>  
Sent: Wednesday, January 27, 2021 11:53 AM 
To: Kevin Walker <kevinw@duncansonco.com> 
Cc: Barbara Chaney <barbara.chaney@taec.net> 
Subject: US-WA-5105 highest and lowest grade 
 
Hi Kevin,  
 
I confirmed that the City just needs to know highest and lowest grade for compensatory mitigation. They do not need to 
know BFE and do not need an elevation certificate. Let us know what your cost would be to complete this work. We’re 
hoping to move forward quickly due to upcoming deadlines. Thank you! 
 
 
Meghan Howey 
Technology Associates EC INC. 
Real Estate Specialist II | meghan.howey@taec.net | (253) 682-8556 
9725 Third Avenue NE, Suite 410 | Seattle | WA | 98115 
**PLEASE NOTE NEW ADDRESS** 
 
 
 Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail. 
The information contained in this e-mail message is intended for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that is 
proprietary, privileged, confidential, and exempt from disclosure under applicable laws.  If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or the 
employee or agent responsible for delivery to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any use, printing, reproduction, disclosure or dissemination of 
this communication may be subject to legal action or sanction. 
 
 
 

From: Meghan Howey  
Sent: Tuesday, January 26, 2021 11:39 AM 
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To: 'kevinw@duncansonco.com' <kevinw@duncansonco.com> 
Cc: Lucy Temple <lucy@cityofcleelum.com>; 'Lucy Temple' <ltemple@cleelum.gov> 
Subject: US-WA-5105 Elevation Certificate  
 
Hi Kevin,  
 
Thanks for discussing this with me! Can you please provide the lowest and highest adjacent grade on the property for 
the planner below to assess the BFE?  I just called her (she is also cc’ed here with additional contact information below). 
She said that it was the general site area, not the parcel in its entirety. I have attached the plan set to reference the site 
location.  
 
Let me know how much this will cost so we can start the reimbursement process as well as the timeframe. 
 
 

Lucy Temple, Planner 
     

       
  119 West First Street 
  Cle Elum, WA  98922 
(509) 674-2262 x102 
www.cityofcleelum.com 

 
 
Thank you,  
 
 
Meghan Howey 
Technology Associates EC INC. 
Real Estate Specialist II | meghan.howey@taec.net | (253) 682-8556 
9725 Third Avenue NE, Suite 410 | Seattle | WA | 98115 
**PLEASE NOTE NEW ADDRESS** 
 
 
 Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail. 
The information contained in this e-mail message is intended for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that is 
proprietary, privileged, confidential, and exempt from disclosure under applicable laws.  If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or the 
employee or agent responsible for delivery to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any use, printing, reproduction, disclosure or dissemination of 
this communication may be subject to legal action or sanction. 
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119 West First Street  

Cle Elum, WA  98922 

Telephone ∙ (509) 674-2262 

Fax ∙ (509) 674-4097  

www.cityofcleelum.com 

FLOODPLAIN DEVELOPMENT PERMIT APPLICATION 

SECTION 1:   General Provisions (APPLICANT to read and sign): 

1. No work of any kind may start until a permit is issued.

2. The permit may be revoked if any false statements are made herein.

3. If revoked, all work must cease until permit is re-issued.

4. Development shall not be used or occupied until a Certificate of Compliance is issued.

5. The permit will expire if no work is commenced within six months of issuance.

6. Applicant is hereby informed that other permits may be required to
fulfill local, state, and federal regulatory requirements.

7. Applicant hereby gives consent to the Local Administrator or his/her representative to make reasonable
inspections required to verify compliance.

8. THE APPLICANT, CERTIFIES THAT ALL STATEMENTS HEREIN AND IN ATTACHMENTS TO THIS
APPLICATION ARE, TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, TRUE AND ACCURATE.

(APPLICANT’S 
SIGNATURE) DATE 

SECTION 2:   Proposed Development (To be completed by APPLICANT): 

Name Address Telephone Email 

(Property Owner) 

(Applicant) 

(Authorized Agent) 

(Builder) 

(Engineer) 

Project Location and Parcel Specific Information : To avoid delay in processing the application, please 
provide enough information to easily identify the project location. Provide the street address, lot number or 
legal description (attach) and, outside urban areas, the distance to the nearest intersecting road or well-
known landmark. A sketch/drawing or photos attached to this application showing the project location would 
be helpful. 

Stamp & initial 

FP-20       -
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Cle Elum, WA  98922


meghan.howey
Typewritten Text
509-674-2262

meghan.howey
Typewritten Text
City of Cle Elum

meghan.howey
Typewritten Text
Vertical Bridge / 
T-Mobile

meghan.howey
Typewritten Text
750 Park of Commerce Dr,
Suite 200, Boca Raton, FL 
33487


meghan.howey
Typewritten Text
270-804–9004

meghan.howey
Typewritten Text
jwhitfield@
verticalbridge.com

meghan.howey
Typewritten Text
Technology Assoc. 
Meghan Howey

meghan.howey
Typewritten Text
9725 3rd Ave NE, Ste 410
Seattle, WA 98115

meghan.howey
Typewritten Text
253-682-8556

meghan.howey
Typewritten Text
meghan.howey@
taec.net

meghan.howey
Typewritten Text
Contractor selected
at issuance

meghan.howey
Typewritten Text
BJ Thomas

meghan.howey
Typewritten Text
7607 80th Ave NE
Marysville, WA 98270

meghan.howey
Typewritten Text
206-851-1106

meghan.howey
Typewritten Text
bjthomas@bjthomas
pe.comcastbiz.net

meghan.howey
Typewritten Text
lucy@cityofcleelum
.com

meghan.howey
Typewritten Text
11/3/2020

City of Cle Elum
Text Box
Received electronically on 11/25/2020 
by Lucy Temple
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Text Box
FP-2020-004
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Project Location: 

Assessor’s Parcel #: Acreage: 

Site Address: 

Highest Adjacent Grade Next To Proposed Structure: 

Lowest Adjacent Grade Next to Proposed Structure: 

Land Use:  Zoning:   Comp Plan Land Use: 

Watercourse Name: 

PROJECT INFORMATION 

Activity Types Categories Components 

 New Construction  Residential Structure  Excavation 

 Addition  Non-Residential Structure  Fill 

 Alteration  Manufactured Home  Channelization 

 Relocation  Bridge / Culvert  Grading 

 Demolition  Levee  Clearing 

 Replacement  Stream Bank / Channel  Mining and Dredging 

 Repair  Irrigation Structure  Drilling 

 Storage   Habitat Enhancement  Debris Removal 

 Water / Sewer  Wetland Impact 

 Subdivision (new or 
expansion) 

 Other: 
__________________________ 

 Other: 
__________________________ 

Estimated cost of project $____________________ 

Quantity of fill placement in floodplain (detailed grade and fill plan required)_______________(cubic yards) 

150,000

X

X
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Please reference last sheet of submitted plan set titled "Drainage, Grading, Tesco, & SWPP
Plan".  
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List all applicable local, state and federal permits and indicate whether they were issued, waived, denied or 
pending. 

Is the project within the Floodway? ______________ If your parcel is partially in the Floodway, a survey of 
your property may be necessary to establish that the project is not encroaching in the Floodway. If the lot 
has a potential of encroaching in the Floodway, a “No Net Loss” analysis must be completed and submitted 
for review. 

If determined, Base Flood Elevation at project site: ____________________________________________ 

Project description and additional project information (attach additional sheets if necessary): 

AUTHORIZATION: 

The undersigned hereby certifies that this application has been made with the consent of the lawful property 
owner(s) and that all information submitted with this application is complete and correct.  False statements, 
errors, and/or omissions may be sufficient for denial of the request.  This application gives consent to the City to 
enter the properties listed above for the purposes of inspecting and verifying information presented in this 
application.  The applicant further agrees to pay all fees associated with the review of this application. 

All correspondence and notices will be transmitted to the Property Owner and copies sent to the 
applicant/authorized agent, as applicable. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature of Property Owner        Date 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature of Applicant         Date 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature of Authorized Agent         Date 

December 31, 2020

meghan.howey
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Pre-application Review (complete), Site & Design Review (pending), Type III    

meghan.howey
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Variance (pending), SEPA (pending), Building Permit (pending).
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meghan.howey
Typewritten Text
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1904 per plans.

meghan.howey
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11/3/2020
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SECTION 3:   Floodplain Determination (To be completed by Floodplain Manager): 

FIRM Panel No:___________________________ Base Flood Elevation: _______________________ 

Special Flood Hazard Zone:__________________ In Floodway? Yes/No _____________ 

The Proposed Development: 

 Is NOT located in a Special Flood Hazard Area (Notify the applicant that the application review is 
complete and NO FLOODPLAIN DEVELOPMENT PERMIT IS REQUIRED) 

 Is partially located in the SFHA, but building/development is not. 

 Is located in a Special Flood Hazard Area 
FIRM zone designation is ___________. 
“100-Year” flood elevation at the site is:  ____________ft. 

 Unavailable 

 Is located in the floodway. 

FBFM Panel No. _________________________________ Dated ______________________ 

(if different from the FIRM panel and date) 

 See Section 4 for additional instructions. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature of Floodplain Manager        Date 
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SECTION 4:   Additional Information Required (To be completed by Floodplain 
Manager): 
The applicant must submit the documents checked below before the application can be processed: 

 A site plan showing the location of all existing structures, water bodies, adjacent roads, lot 
dimensions, and proposed development. 

 Development plans, drawn to scale, and specifications, including where applicable: details for 
anchoring structures, proposed elevation of lowest floor (including basement), types of water-
resistant materials used below the first floor, details of floodproofing of utilities located below the 
first floor, and details of enclosures below the first floor. 

Also, _____________________________________________________________________ 

 Plans showing the extent of watercourse relocation and/or landform alterations. 

 Change in water elevation (in feet) ________ Meets ordinance limits on elevation increases 
 Yes    No 

 Top of new compacted fill elevation ________________ ft. NGVD (MSL). 

 Floodproofing protection level (non-residential only) ________________ ft. NGVD (MSL). For 
floodproofed structures, applicants must attach certification from registered engineer or architect. 

 Certification from a registered engineer that the proposed activity in a regulatory floodway will not 
result in any increase in the height of the “100-year” flood. A copy of all data and 
hydraulic/hydrologic calculations supporting this finding must also be submitted. 

 Other: 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

SECTION 5:   Permit Determination (To be completed by Floodplain Manager): 

I have determined that the proposed activity:   A.       IS 

B.  Is NOT

In conformance with provisions of Cle Elum Municipal Code 15.24 Flood Hazard Protection. The Permit is 
issued subject to the conditions attached to and made part of this permit. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature of Floodplain Manager        Date 

If Box A is checked, the Administrator may issue a Development Permit upon payment of a designated fee. 

If Box B is checked, the Administrator will provide a written summary of deficiencies. Applicant may revise and 
resubmit an application to the Administrator or may request a hearing from the Cle Elum Planning Commission. 
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Lucy Temple

From: Robin Newcomb
Sent: Friday, December 4, 2020 8:50 AM
To: Lucy Temple
Subject: FW: Vertical Bridge Payment Notification - DO NOT REPLY

They paid.  See below. 
 
Robin Newcomb, Treasurer 
119 W First St. 
City of Cle Elum 
 
www.cityofcleelum.com 
Phone (509)674-2262 ext. 108 
rnewcomb@cleelum.gov 
 

 
 

From: Dynamics AX <axadmin@verticalbridge.com>  
Sent: Thursday, December 03, 2020 2:03 PM 
To: robin@cityofcleelum.com 
Subject: Vertical Bridge Payment Notification - DO NOT REPLY 
 
 

 
From: Vertical Bridge Accounts Payable Department To: City of Cle Elum  

 

The following payment has been remitted:  

 
 



2

 Payment Number:  
 Payment Date: 12/03/2020  
 Payment Amount: $3100  
 Payment Method: ACH  

 

Invoice Number Invoice Date Invoice Description Invoice Amount Paid Amount 

2409 11/30/2020 Planning and Development fees $3,100.00 $3,100.00 

 

If you are setup with direct deposit, please allow 2 business days for payment to post to your account. Remember, if you 
change banks or bank accounts in the future, please notify us immediately.Please do not reply to this email. If you have 
any questions regarding this payment, please contact Accounts Payable at APRemittance@verticalbridge.com.   
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EXHIBIT 4.  INTERIM GRADING AUTHORIZATION 
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City of Cle Elum 
119 West First Street 
Cle Elum, WA  98922 

 
 

Phone: (509) 674-2262 
Fax: (509) 674-4097 

www.cityofcleelum.com 

 

 
 

Vertical Bridge 
Interim Work Authorization 

February 12, 2021 
  
 
Vertical Bridge is hereby authorized to complete the following planned clearing, 
grading, excavation, and site stabilization construction activities on parcel 303134, 
pending the review and approval of the required project permit conditions (See SDR-
2020-006). The conditions below should be aligned by the developer with the current 
approved 2017 Washington State Department of Ecology Construction Stormwater 
General permit and 2019 Stormwater Management Manual for Eastern Washington 
(SWMMEW).  
  
1. Install and maintain Best Management Practices (BMPs) as detailed below: 

a. Stabilized construction entrance 

i. This shall be a length of large quarry spalls for construction vehicles to 
drive through to remove dirt and debris from vehicle tires. No “track out” 
shall be permitted to enter Oakes Ave, including mud, dust, or debris. 
The stabilized entrance will prevent this issue.  

a. Dust control 

i. Dust control measures shall be implemented immediately and as needed 
to control dust throughout project site preparation and construction, and 
final closeout. 

ii. Cover and stabilize all exposed soils that are not actively being worked 
within 5 days.  

2. Upon installation, please contact Lucy Temple to make arrangements for an onsite 
inspection. 

 
This Interim Work Authorization is subject to the following conditions: 

 
1. It shall be the ongoing responsibility of the property owner to monitor and 

maintain these dust, erosion, and sediment control measures.  
 

2. Additional dust, erosion, and sediment control measures shall be installed as 
necessary, especially as seasonal weather changes occur. 

https://ecology.wa.gov/DOE/files/a1/a11b5cb4-491e-4810-ba0f-c79cd9e6f93c.pdf
https://ecology.wa.gov/DOE/files/a1/a11b5cb4-491e-4810-ba0f-c79cd9e6f93c.pdf
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/wq/Permits/Flare/2019SWMMEW/Content/Resources/DocsForDownload/2019SWMMEW_8-13-19.pdf
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/wq/Permits/Flare/2019SWMMEW/Content/Resources/DocsForDownload/2019SWMMEW_8-13-19.pdf


Garnet Ledge Investments Construction 
Interim Work Authorization 

February 12, 2021 
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3. The work described above shall be subject to monitoring and periodic 

inspection by the City. 
 

4. Dust control shall be ongoing and accommodated within two hours upon 
request by the City. 
 

5. The Project Engineer or his/her designee shall notify the City Public Works 
Director and all affected residences at least one day in advance of any activities 
that will result in the closure of a lane(s) of travel and shall provide flaggers 
and/or traffic safety measures in accordance with industry standards. This may 
require a City oversized load permit. 
 

6. The failure to comply with these conditions of approval may result in the 
revocation of this interim authorization and/of the imposition of penalties.  
 

a. Subsequent permits shall not be issued if there are outstanding code 
violations on the site. 

 
Construction Contacts: 
 
Vertical Bridge     City of Cle Elum – 509-674-2262 
______________(e.g., Project Manager) Building - Rob Omans x101 
______________(e.g., Contractor/PE)  Planning - Lucy Temple x102 
       Pub. Wks - Mike Engelhart x106 
 
 
By signing this document the parties agree to the conditions above and hereby 
execute this agreement. 
 
 
 
 
______________________________       _____________________________ 
Vertical Bridge         Date  City of Cle Elum        Date 
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EXHIBIT 5.  INADVERTENT DISCOVERY PLAN  
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City of Cle Elum 

Inadvertent Discovery Plan  

VERTICAL BRIDGE 
 
 

In the event that any ground-disturbing activities or other project activities related to this development or 

in any future development uncover protected cultural material (e.g., bones, shell, antler, horn or stone 

tools), the following actions will be taken: 

 

1. When an unanticipated discovery of protected cultural material (see definitions below) occurs, 

the property owner or contractor will completely secure the location and contact: 

a) The property owner and project manager; 

b) The Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation (DAHP) (Dennis Wardlaw, 360-

586-3085); 

c) The affected Tribal members: 

a. Guy Mora, Tribal Historic Preservation Officer (THPO), Colville Confederated 

Tribes (509-634-2695); 

b. Kate Valdez, Tribal Historic Preservation Officer (THPO), Confederated Tribes and 

Bands of the Yakima Nation (509-865-1068); 

c. Steve Mullen-Moses, Director – Archaeology and Historic Preservation, Snoqualmie 

Indian Tribe (425-495-6097) 

 

d) and the City Planner associated with the project: Lucy Temple, City of Cle Elum (o. 509-674-

2262, c. 509-656-4577) 

2. If the discovery is human remains, the property owner or contractor will stop work in and 

adjacent to the discovery, completely secure the work area by moving the land-altering equipment 

to a reasonable distance, and will immediately contact: 

a) The property owner and project manager: City of Cle Elum – Lucy Temple (509-656-4577) 

AND Mayor Jay McGowan (509-304-4576) 

b) The Kittitas County Sheriff’s Department (509-962-7525)  

a) and the Kittitas County Medical Examiner’s Office (509-933-8200) (alternate phone: Coroner 

Nick Henderson, cell 509-856-4970) to determine if the remains are forensic in nature;  

b) If the remains are not forensic in nature the Department of Archaeology and Historic 

Preservation (DAHP) (Guy Tasa 360-586-3534); will take the lead on determining the 

appropriate method of treatment for the remains and will consult with the affected tribes;  

Cultural material that may be protected by law could include but not be limited to: 

1. Buried layers of black soil with layers of shell, charcoal, and fish and mammal bones (Figure 1, 

top).  

2. Buried cobbles that may indicate a hearth feature (Figure 1, bottom); 

3. Non-natural sediment or stone deposits that may be related to activity areas of people; 

4. Stone, bone, shell, horn, or antler tools that may include projectile points (arrowheads), 

5. scrapers, cutting tools, wood working wedges or axes, and grinding stones (Figures 2 and 3); 

6. Stone tools or stone flakes (Figures 2 and 3); 

7. Perennially damp areas may have preservation conditions that allow for remnants of wood and 

other plant fibers; in these locations there may be remains including fragments of basketry, 

weaving, wood tools, or carved pieces (Figure 4); and 

8. Concentrations of historical period artifacts (> 50 years old) (Figure 5); and 

9. Human remains. This includes complete burials as well as fragmentary remains.  
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Figure 1: Shell Middens (top) and Heath Features (both) are both common components of precontact 

period sites.  
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Figure 2: Examples of stone and bone tools.  

 

 
 

 

Figure 3: Examples of stone flakes. 
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.Figure 4: Examples of underwater/intertidal archaeological features including wood or stone fish weirs 

(left), clam gardens (bottom), sunken canoes (right) or other watercraft, and basketry.  

  

  
 

Figure 5. Historical period sites (more than 50 years in age) are also protect by archaeology laws. These 

can include concentrations of broken ceramics, bottles, bricks, and metal objects.  
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EXHIBIT 6.  COMMENTS RECEIVED 

 

Written comments were accepted during the following comment periods: 

 

• Notice of Application, comment period, January 6 – January 20 

• State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA), January 27 – February 11  

o No SEPA Comments were received 
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From: Downes, Scott G (DFW)
To: Cle Elum Planning
Subject: WDFW Comments on Proposed Phase 1 City Heights Development
Date: Friday, September 25, 2020 10:58:05 AM
Attachments: WDFW Comments on Proposed Phase 1 City Heights Development.pdf

﻿Attached please find WDFW comments on the Proposed Phase 1 of the City Heights
Development. 

Thank you,

Scott Downes
Fish & Wildlife Habitat Biologist
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife
Region 3 Habitat Program

1701 South 24th Ave
Yakima, WA  98902-5720
Scott.Downes@dfw.wa.gov
Office-509-457-9307
Cell-509-607-3578

﻿
 

mailto:Scott.Downes@dfw.wa.gov
mailto:/O=KITTITAS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=Cle Elum Planning78f
x-apple-data-detectors://6/0
x-apple-data-detectors://6/0
mailto:Scott.Downes@dfw.wa.gov



 
State of Washington 


DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE 
South Central Region  •  Region 3  •  1701 South 24th Avenue, Yakima, WA  98902-5720 


Telephone:  (509) 575-2740  •  Fax:  (509) 575-2474 


 
 


September 25, 2020 


 


 


City of Cle Elum,  


119 West First Street 


Cle Elum, WA 9892 


Attention: Planning Department  


 


Dear Planning Official: 


 


SUBJECT: WDFW COMMENTS ON CITY HEIGHTS PROPOSED PHASE 1 


 


Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed Phase 1 for the City Heights 


development. The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) is familiar with this 


area and associated fish and wildlife habitat critical areas. Specifically, in the Phase 1 


application, there are two areas that affect fish and wildlife habitat critical areas. Those areas are 


the Type F (fish-bearing) stream that crosses Summit View Drive and preserving wildlife habitat 


in proposed open space. These areas are the focus of our comments, outlined below.   


 


• Work in streams. Summit View Drive crosses a Type F stream. Any work on water 


crossings (installation, removal or maintenance), for this road would require a hydraulic 


permit; either through WDFW or as part of a Forest Practices permit administered 


through Washington Department of Natural Resources (WDNR). The expectation from 


WDFW is that proposed water crossings on this road would be fish passable and work 


would be permitted under the Hydraulic Code. WDFW is happy to provide guidance on 


proposed design of such water crossings.  


 


• Wildlife habitat in open spaces. Phase 1 includes an open space referred to as “Park #3, 


Red Rock Open Space”. In the City Heights Annexation and Development Agreement, 


Appendix H Wildlife and Habitat it states that areas are set aside for open space, natural 


areas, parks, recreation areas, village greens, commons or public assembly areas, or 


otherwise undeveloped space. While, WDFW understands the demand and need for 


recreation, areas of heavy recreation are typically not conducive towards functional 


wildlife habitat. Thus, WDFW requests that areas of the proposed open space are set 


aside from areas of heavy recreation to properly mitigate for the loss of wildlife habitat 


through the development of City Heights. WDFW would be happy to provide further 


guidance on design of the open space to provide functional wildlife habitat. Other aspects 


of the development agreement Appendix H such as replanting with native species, 


wildlife proof garbage containers and limiting construction noise to daytime hours that 


have less wildlife movement are measures supported by WDFW.  
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Page 2 


 


 


 


Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this project and look forward to working with the 


applicant on the issues raised above. If you have any questions, please call me at 509-607-3578 


or email me at Scott.Downes@dfw.wa.gov.  


 


Sincerely, 


 


 
Scott Downes 


Habitat Biologist 


 







 
State of Washington 

DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE 
South Central Region • Region 3 • 1701 South 24th Avenue, Yakima, WA  98902-5720 

Telephone:  (509) 575-2740 • Fax:  (509) 575-2474 

 

August 19, 2020 

 

 

DeAnna Anglin 

Environmental Biologist/Consultant 

The Lotis Group 

East Amherst, NY 14051 

 

Subject: re: WDFW Comments on Threatened and Endangered Species consultation for 

telecommunications build "Cle Elum DT" located in "Kittitas County, Washington" 

 

Dear Ms. Anglin: 

 

Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) has reviewed the proposal to construct a 

telecommunications tower near 200 South Pennsylvania Avenue, Cle Elum, Kittitas County. 

WDFW offers the following comments: 

 

1. The project site is not connected to the Yakima River and thus will have “no effect” 

on Bull Trout habitat.  

2. Yellow-billed Cuckoo have not bred in Washington State since prior to 1960 and the 

site does not fit habitat requirements of the species. The conclusion for that species 

should be “no effect”. 

3. There appears to be native vegetation on the site from the attached photos. Clearing 

should be limited to only that necessary to construct the project. Upon completion of 

construction, any disturbed areas should be restored, and native species should be 

used for restoration. Shrubby species such as wild rose and other native shrub species 

are often well suited for the site. Native species found on the parcel would be good 

indicators of appropriate species, and WDFW can provide ideas for species should 

that information be needed.  

 

If you have questions regarding any of the above comments, please contact me at 509-607-3578 

or Scott.Downes@dfw.wa.gov and WDFW would be happy to meet on site with the applicant to 

further clarify and discuss the measures specified above.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

 
Scott Downes  

Area Habitat Biologist 

mailto:Scott.Downes@dfw.wa.gov
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Lucy Temple

From: Sherri Burgesd <noreply@cleelum.gov>
Sent: Thursday, January 7, 2021 2:55 PM
To: Lucy Temple
Subject: New submission from Vertical Bridge NOA Comments

Name  
  Sherri Burgesd  
Address  

  
115 Evergreen Way 
Easton, Washington 98925 
United States 
Map It  

Email  
  sherri471963@hotmail.com  
Notifications  

   I would like to opt-in to receive project notification emails 

Comment  
  Yes, people are getting away from landlines. We have horrible services. Especially when 190 backs up.  
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Lucy Temple

From: Kathy Wyborski <wyborskikathy@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2021 1:21 PM
To: Lucy Temple
Cc: Rob Omans; Jay McGowan
Subject: T-Mobile Cell Phone Tower Location - Go Much Further East

Dear Ms. Temple 
 
The proposed cell phone tower, T-Mobile's, needs to be further out away from Residential areas. 
 
Living too close to cell phone towers carries with it a definite health risk  that occurs when living too 
close to these micro-cellular technologies.   
 
You will be harming the property values and lives of those nearby.   
 
I plead that you put that thing further east, further away from current and future residential areas. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Kathy Wyborski 
231 Sagebrook Lane 
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Lucy Temple

From: Twila and Bud Moss <noreply@cleelum.gov>
Sent: Saturday, January 16, 2021 10:30 AM
To: Lucy Temple
Subject: New submission from Vertical Bridge NOA Comments

Name  
  Twila and Bud Moss  
Address  

  
707 W 2nd street 
Cle Elum, Washington 98922 
United States 
Map It  

Email  
  tdemenezes@msn.com  
Comment  

  

I am very much apposed to putting a cell town anywhere within the city limits. The current suggested location is close to 
residential property and commercial properties and will be very visible to anyone come into the area. We are supposed to be 
making our community look better not putting up a eyesore. Just like power lines which were supposed to be safe to live by, they 
are now considered to be a danger to our health. I believe that in the near future it will be widely know to be the same with cell 
towers. Anyone living within the proximity of the tower will surely see their property values decline. I don’t see if it is necessary to 
have a tower in the this area, that a sight north of the community in the hills away from residential properties can’t be found. You 
go across the mountain to the greater Seattle area their towers are away from people and not intrusive.  
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Lucy Temple

From: Kaiser, Mark <KaiserM@wsdot.wa.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, January 19, 2021 7:39 AM
To: Lucy Temple
Cc: Prilucik, Jacob
Subject: SEP-2020-009, Vertical Bridge
Attachments: CleElum_SEP-2020-009_Vertical Bridge.pdf

Lucy,  
Attached are WSDOT’s comment for SEP-2020-009, Vertical Bridge monopole cell tower. 
 
Mark Kaiser   
WSDOT – Planning 
2809 Rudkin Rd. 
Union Gap, WA 98903-1648 
 
Phone: 509-577-1668 
 



 

\\wsdot.loc\scdfs00\Public\459005\DEVREV\SR90\2020_090_006_CleElum_SEP-2020-009_Vertical Bridge\CleElum_SEP-2020-
009_Vertical Bridge.docx 

January 13, 2021 
 
 
City of Cle Elum Planning Department 
119 West First St. 
Cle Elum, WA 98922 
 
Attn: Lucy Temple, Planner 
 
RE: SEP-2020-009, Vertical Bridge 

I-90 MP 84.38 left – Exit 84 - Oakes Ave. 
 

We have reviewed the proposed site plan and have the following comments. 
 

• The subject property is adjacent to Interstate 90 (I-90), a fully-controlled limited access 
facility with a posted speed limit of 70 miles per hour.  WSDOT has acquired all access rights 
to the highway, including the on- and off-ramps of Exit 84. Direct access to I-90 or within the 
limited access boundary is strictly prohibited. 

• As a public safety agency, WSDOT assists with the response to emergencies in which life 
and property are threatened.  Some communications facilities operate at frequencies that 
interfere with our radio system.  Because of this, there is the potential for reception problems 
for our mobiles operating in those areas.  To prevent potential interference with the two 
systems, we encourage the proponent to do cooperative testing with the WSDOT to identify 
any problems that may be corrected through the installation of specific protective or 
interference devices.  The applicant should contact Walt Hoffman of the WSDOT - South 
Central Region Office at (509) 577 1980 to discuss any potential interference or coordinate 
any testing. 

• In addition, we are concerned with potential interference from any facilities that may co-
locate on this site in the future.  To prevent potential interference between our system and any 
future system, we encourage the proponent to coordinate future co-locates with the WSDOT. 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on this proposal.  If you have any 
questions regarding this letter, please contact Jacob Prilucik at (509) 577-1635. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Paul Gonseth, P.E. 
Region Planning Engineer 

 
Enclosure 
 
PG: jjp/mnk 
 
cc: I-90, File #6 

Michael Krahenbuhl, Area 1 Maintenance Superintendent 
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Lucy Temple

From: Hanson, Sydney (DAHP) <Sydney.Hanson@dahp.wa.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, January 20, 2021 9:01 AM
To: Lucy Temple
Cc: Guy Moura (HSY); Aren.Orsen.HSY@colvilletribes.com; 'steve@snoqualmietribe.us'; 

Casey Barney; Corrine Camuso; Jessica Lally; Jon Shellenberger; Kate Valdez; Noah Oliver
Subject: City of Cle Elum_Vertical Bridge US-WA-5105 Cle Elum DT Cell Tower 

(SEP-2020-009)_Inadvertent Discovery Plan Requested (DAHP Project Tracking # 
2021-01-00331)

Attachments: 2021-01-00331_012021_IDP Requested.pdf

Hi Lucy, 
 
Attached is our letter regarding the project referenced in the subject line. Please contact me with any questions. 
 
All the best, 
 
Sydney Hanson, MA | Transportation Archaeologist 
(preferred pronouns: she / her) 
360.280.7563 (cell) | sydney.hanson@dahp.wa.gov  
 
Department of Archaeology & Historic Preservation | www.dahp.wa.gov  
1110 Capitol Way S, Suite 30 | Olympia WA 98501 
PO Box 48343 | Olympia WA 98504-8343 
 
*Please note that all DAHP employees are currently working remotely as a precaution against COVID-19. Our current 
schedules, email addresses, and cell phone numbers are available on our website. Thank you for your patience and 
understanding. 
 



 

 

State of Washington • Department of Archaeology & Historic Preservation 

P.O. Box 48343 • Olympia, Washington  98504-8343 • (360) 586-3065 

www.dahp.wa.gov 

 

 
January 20, 2021 

 
Lucy Temple 
Planner 
City of Cle Elum 
119 West First Street 
Cle Elum, WA 98922 
 
In future correspondence please refer to: 
Project Tracking Code:        2021-01-00331 
Property: City of Cle Elum_Vertical Bridge US-WA-5105 Cle Elum DT Cell Tower (SEP-2020-
009) 
Re:          Inadvertent Discovery Plan Requested 
 
Dear Lucy Temple: 
 
Thank you for contacting the Washington State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) and 
Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation (DAHP) and providing documentation 
regarding the above referenced project. Our statewide predictive model indicates that there is a 
high probability of encountering cultural resources within the proposed project area. However, 
due to the small footprint of the project, DAHP is not requesting a cultural resources survey at 
this time. We do ask that you prepare an inadvertent discovery plan (IDP) and prepare 
construction crews for the possibility of encountering archaeological material during ground 
disturbing activities. We also recommend consultation with the concerned Tribes' cultural 
committees and staff regarding cultural resource issues.   
 
These comments are based on the information available at the time of this review and on behalf 
of the SHPO in conformance with Washington State law. Should additional information become 
available, our assessment may be revised. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this project. Should you have any questions, 
please feel free to contact me. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Sydney Hanson 
Transportation Archaeologist 
(360) 280-7563 
Sydney.Hanson@dahp.wa.gov 
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Lucy Temple

From: JEFF CHOYCE <jeffchoyce@hotmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, January 20, 2021 3:45 PM
To: Lucy Temple
Subject: 5G and our City Counsel

I am strongly opposed to the 5g tower proposal east of Oakes Ave. in Cle Elum.  There is plenty of scientific 
research world wide explaining the unhealthy effects.  So it may seem that climbing aboard the 5G wagon 
seems to be the way to go, the harmful effects should be reason enough to not allow.  You are the counsel 
that has the capacity to change the already threatened health of Cle Elum forever.  The health of our water 
supply from lake CleElum is also a serious concern. During the summer I have counted as many as 323 cars or 
trucks parked on that beach. (our water supply) Additionally you could count dozens of soiled diapers stuffed 
under old stumps or under rocks, COME ON! In contrast The Howard Hansen Reservior (City of Tacoma water) 
and the Chester Morse Reservior ( City of Seattle reservior) DO NOT allow entry of any public for any reason 
and has been this way for 40+ yrs that I personally know of! 
 
 WATER, AIR, SKY, AND THE INVISIBLE OF 5G it is time to take a stand for we who've been here for generations 
and those who have come to escape the uglys of elsewhere! 
 
No 5G  Thank You 
 
 Jeff Choyce  65 yrs and 4th generation Cle Elum 



To: City of Cle Elum 
RE: 5G Comments 
Date: Wednesday 1/20/2021 

 

Dear City of Cle Elum, 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comment on the 5G cell tower(s) that some 
wish to be installed in our city.  I really appreciate the opportunity; God Bless America 
and our freedom of speech. 

I vehemently oppose this reckless and life-damaging technology to be installed 
anywhere within and outside the city limits of Cle Elum.  In fact, I oppose the existence 
of 5G towers anywhere in Kittitas County and really, the whole world. 

There are myriad of validated reasons for such opposition that it is quite difficult to 
encapsulate in one letter, in a manner that does not overwhelm you, the reader. 

Electro Magnetic Fields (EMF’s) cause a litany of adverse health effects.  Peer reviewed 
research studies on Radiofrequency Radiation have found: CANCER, Headaches, Ringing 
in ears, Memory problems, Dizziness, Depression, Sleep problems, Sperm damage, 
Altered brain development, Hormone changes and more. 

1. I will first provide you with some illustrations from 5G exposed website because 
pictures often say a thousand words. 

2. An environmental Impact statement created by 5GExposed.com 
3. The 20 Facts you need to know about 5G from Dr. Mercola’s website. 
4. Health Effects of EMF Exposure in General from Dr. Mercola’s website. 
5. A link to Letters from Scientists on the health risk of 5G from the Environmental 

Health Trust website Here: 
a.  https://ehtrust.org/small-cells-mini-cell-towers-health-letters-scientists-

health-risk-5g/ 
6. A link to 5G & Small Cells Fact Sheet from EHT 

a. https://ehtrust.org/resources-to-share/printable-
resources/?mgi_11109=16111/us-factsheet-on-5g-and-small-cells 

7. A link to 5G Your Health and the Environment Fact Sheet from EHT 
a. https://ehtrust.org/resources-to-share/printable-

resources/?mgi_1363=25735/5g-your-health-the-environment-flyer 

https://ehtrust.org/small-cells-mini-cell-towers-health-letters-scientists-health-risk-5g/
https://ehtrust.org/small-cells-mini-cell-towers-health-letters-scientists-health-risk-5g/
https://ehtrust.org/small-cells-mini-cell-towers-health-letters-scientists-health-risk-5g/
https://ehtrust.org/resources-to-share/printable-resources/?mgi_11109=16111/us-factsheet-on-5g-and-small-cells
https://ehtrust.org/resources-to-share/printable-resources/?mgi_11109=16111/us-factsheet-on-5g-and-small-cells
https://ehtrust.org/resources-to-share/printable-resources/?mgi_11109=16111/us-factsheet-on-5g-and-small-cells
https://ehtrust.org/resources-to-share/printable-resources/?mgi_1363=25735/5g-your-health-the-environment-flyer
https://ehtrust.org/resources-to-share/printable-resources/?mgi_1363=25735/5g-your-health-the-environment-flyer
https://ehtrust.org/resources-to-share/printable-resources/?mgi_1363=25735/5g-your-health-the-environment-flyer


City managers, whom I consider my friends, this is my URGENT plea to you… Do not 
allow 5G in our community.  It is dangerous.  The information is out there if you 
investigate and dig. 

Please understand that the information I am providing you in this letter only amounts to 
a single molecule on the tip of the iceberg of damning and damaging evidence of the 
adverse health risks of 5G wireless, not just to humans but to animals, plants, insects 
and even bacteria in our guts, the soil and beyond, that are absolutely necessary for life 
to exist. 

Decisions to erect 5G towers has already caused great harm in other communities, and 
WILL cause unnecessary harm here in our city as well.  A decision to erect 5G towers will 
illuminate our ignorance to the plethora of data that already exists.  It will illuminate our 
sheep-like compliance to do as big brother tells us and in the end a decision to erect 5G 
towers will be considered a tragedy if not a crime against all who live in our community.  
Please don’t make that mistake.  For the sake of everyone, especially children whose 
brains are still developing until age 25. 

I can guarantee you that years from now, the 5G situation will be a bigger boondoggle 
than the tobacco industry ever conceived of.  When Fiber Optic is already an available 
option that causes NO harm, has unbeatable reliability and extremely high speed, we 
would be remiss not to take advantage of this option.  In fact, opting for fiber-optic will 
increase the value of our community and improve eco-tourism causing little old Cle 
Elum to be looked upon as a leader in turning the tide against this deplorable 
technological nightmare. 

Thank you again for allowing public comment, aka free speech.  I sincerely hope the 
decision makers read and educate themselves from sources like I have provided that are 
outside the companies selling and pushing the 5G agenda. 

 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Sarah Peters 
260 Pine Glen Drive 
Cle Elum, WA 98922 
(509)-607-3449 
 Slynn_peters@yahoo.com 



The Illustrations: 

 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 



 



 



 

 



 



 
 



5G THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
24th September 2020 qdxiy Comments 0 Comment 

STOP5G international.org 

  

Organisms – Continuous exposure to non-ionizing microwave radiation, has a 
detrimental impact on all living organisms, animals, birds, insects, plants, trees, soil 
based micro-organisms, as well as humans. Birds may abandon their nests, suffer 
plumage deterioration, locomotion problems, reduced survivorship or death. The 
declining bee population suffers colony collapse, and disrupted navigational skills. Bees 
are a crucial part of the earth’s ecosystem and vital for agriculture, providing pollination 
for our plant-based food. 

 Ecosystems – Microbes central to all life on Earth, are also susceptible to damage from 
microwave radiation. Microbes are diverse in form and function. In soils, one teaspoon 
of topsoil contains around 1 billion individual microscopic cells and around 10,000 
different species. These organisms have many tasks, and are central to crop fertility, 
purifying the environment from pollutants, regulating carbon storage stocks and 
production/consumption of many significant greenhouse gases, such as methane and 
nitrous oxides. 

 Energy Consumption – The expansion of the use of digital technology and the 5G 
wireless network, is the most significant contributor to increased energy consumption. 
During 2013-15 the expansion of the wireless cloud was equivalent to an additional 4.9 
million cars on the road. Current mobile phone usage at 3%, consumes energy at a 
higher rate than aviation. This is projected to rise to 20% over a decade, but with 5G, 
energy consumption is predicted to escalate to upwards of 170% by 2026. By 2030 
information technology will consume one fifth of all global electricity. 

 Carbon emissions – The use of digital technologies increases as the global population 
rises and new devices enter the market. 5G will create an increased demand for such 
devices, therefore raising the current carbon footprint. During production, digital 
technologies are at their least environmentally sound, generating around 68% of total 
carbon emissions, equating to 30kg of carbon dioxide. The total impact that digital 
devices have on carbon emissions throughout their life span, from manufacture to the 
energy required to power them and ultimately the end waste created. is hard to 
estimate. 

https://www.5gexposed.com/2020/09/24/5g-the-environmental-impact/
https://www.5gexposed.com/author/qdxiy/
https://www.5gexposed.com/2020/09/24/5g-the-environmental-impact/#respond
http://international.org/


 Earth’s Natural Electromagnetism – The alteration of the Earth’s electromagnetic 
environment may be an even greater threat to life than the radiation from ground-
based antennas. 5G satellites located in the Earth’s magnetosphere, will exert a 
significant influence over the electrical properties of the atmosphere or the global 
electrical circuit in which we naturally inhabit. The biological rhythms of living species 
are controlled by the Earth’s natural electromagnetic environment .The wellbeing of all 
living organisms depends on the stability of this environment, and the electrical 
properties of the Earth’s atmosphere. 

 Space debris – enveloping our planet in low Earth orbit, lies within 1.250 miles of the 
Earth’s surface. The debris ranges from microscopic particles to obsolete spacecraft, 
chunks of satellites, rocket bodies, momentum flywheels, nuclear reactor cores to 
residual fragments from a collision or debris breaking up. Space debris moves about 10 x 
faster than a bullet.  Some will fall out of orbit and burn in the Earth’s atmosphere, but 
a giant rocket fragment crashing  into a satellite at 21,6000 mph  would present untold 
problems on Earth. As the launching of 5G satellites continues, without an appropriate 
end of life plan, this situation can only worsen. 

 Atmosphere – Implementation of a 5G global wireless network includes the launching 
of rockets to deploy 5G satellites. The satellites will have a short lifespan, which would 
indicate an increase in deployments for the foreseeable future.  Black carbon 
particulates emitted through these launches, could potentially cause significant changes 
in the global atmospheric circulation and distributions of ozone and temperatures. Solid 
state rocket exhaust contains metallic debris, chlorine and alumina which destroys the 
ozone.  Google’s Project Loon is launching helium balloons. The balloons will only have a 
10-month lifespan. The amount of helium being used or its’ impact is yet unknown. 

 Oxygen and water – Higher radio frequency signals especially in the mm-wave range, 
are effected by atmospheric attenuation. This attenuation in the atmosphere is caused 
mainly by signal absorption by gasses such as O2 and H2O. The effect of signal 
absorption under 10 GHz is fairly low and predictable, however above this, the 
attenuation increases significantly, especially at certain frequencies. This is dependent 
on the absorbing characteristics of gasses, with 60GHz being absorbed by the 
atmosphere with almost 98% attenuation by O2. 

 Noise – The global wireless use of radio-frequency threatens vital climate applications, 
long term weather and natural disaster predictions, along with the study of water 
vapour in relation to climate change. Transmissions 24/7 from mobile-phone networks 
degrade the quality of the Earth Observations from space. Certain 5G radiofrequency 
signals, are close to those used by satellites to gather crucial weather and climate data. 



A noise buffer, may be required between the 5G transmissions and the water-vapour 
signal to minimise interference. Electromagnetic noise interference disrupts the 
navigation process of birds, bees and other insects. 

 Light pollution – ‘Brightness’ from SpaceX Starlite satellite constellations will be visible 
with the naked eye, and will destroy the natural aspect of the night sky. It will also have 
a disastrous effect on astronomy. The ability to search for potentially hazardous 
asteroids and comets, the most dangerous objects in the entire Universe to our species 
survival, will be threatened. The specific identification and measurement of transient 
and variable events, such as supernovae, flares, and variable stars, may also be lost. 

Data  –  harvested  by 5G infrastructure is likely to result in an increase in data traffic of 
up to a thousand times. The data will require massive computers to allow it to be stored 
and maintained. These computers will be housed in large data storage centers. 

 Economic incentives – mean that telecommunication companies will pursue their 
strategies for increased marketing and production of technology in spite of any known 
environmental impact. . By way of the experimental nature of 5G, we cannot foresee 
the full impact that the new 5G technology is going to have on the environment. 

 Waste – The many component parts used in technology associated with 5G network 
creates waste and scours important resources, with detrimental consequences for the 
environment. Precious metals and minerals used in the production of smart-phones or 
the small cells needed for 5G, are not a renewable resource. These metals often cannot 
be recycled and so the technologies cannot be recycled, thus creating tons of waste 
which ends up in landfills or other disposal systems 

 Devastation – The Congo rich in minerals, is mined for columbite-tantalite or coltan for 
use in the manufacture of electronic devices. The mining has a devastating impact on 
the incredible biodiversity of the region, which is the habitat of the Grauer’s Gorillas. 
The forests are decimated by the mines and wildlife is killed or traded. Grauer’s Gorillas 
are one of the 25 mostendangered primates in the world. Scientists fear they may very 
soon be extinct. 
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The 20 things you need to know about 5G: 
5G coverage requires "small cell" antennas to be placed in neighborhoods everywhere. 
Millions of small cells must be built into people's front yards. 
The radiation from 5G small cells is not minor, and will increase EMF radiation near 
homes, causing aesthetic deterioration of the environment in addition to health risks. 
5G will not replace current wireless technology but add to it, increasing exposure 
exponentially. 
Community authority is being overruled at every level of government in the name of 
boosting cellphone coverage and internet speeds. 
Cellphone companies have confirmed that 5G small cells will work at a distance of 
3,000 feet and do not need to be placed every 100 feet, necessitating them being 
placed near homes. 
Scientists worldwide are calling for a halt to the rollout of 5G. 
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Cumulative daily radiation exposure is associated with serious health effects, including 
cancer,40,41 altered brain development in children and reproductive damage in men. 

Indeed, thousands of studies showing biological effects from low-intensity EMF, 
including over 1,800 referenced in the report’s conclusion, were summarized in the 
BioInitiative Report42 (2007 and 2012), demonstrating immune system effects, 
neurological effects, cognitive effects and much more. Another important study,43 
funded by the U.S. government, was published in the Journal of the American Medical 
Association in 2011. 

Using a positron emission tomography or PET scan capable of detecting alterations in 
glucose, the researchers determined that cellphone radiation triggers your brain cells 
to metabolize glucose at an increased rate. 

Glucose metabolism equates to cell activation, so the findings indicate that radiation 
from your cellphone has a well-defined measureable influence on your brain. 
Essentially, each time you put a cellphone up to your ear, you're artificially activating 
your brain cells. 
Multiple papers have concluded wireless radiation is a human carcinogen; the 
International Agency for Research on Cancer classified cellphones as a Group 2B 
"possible carcinogen" in 2011,44 and two recent studies (one by the U.S. National 
Toxicology Program (NTP)45 and one by the Ramazzini Institute in Italy46) confirm its 
carcinogenic potential. 

The NTP study found heart tumors (malignant schwannomas) in male rats, "similar to 
acoustic neuromas, a benign tumor in people involving the nerve that connects the ear 
to the brain, which some studies have linked to cellphone use." 
According to experts, 5G small cell wireless streaming bills do not make financial sense. 
Antennas near homes also decrease property values. 
Microwave antennas in front yards pose several worker and public safety hazards. 
Wireless companies warn investors of risks, but do not inform people living near 
cellphone towers. 
Antennas near homes will cause a deterioration of sleep for the occupants, resulting in 
decreased performance and health. 
Cellphone radiation has been shown to have an adverse impact on birds, bees, trees 
and plants. 
Many U.S. cities and entire countries are voting to halt 5G. 



The Federal Communications Commission does not monitor radiation exposures from 
cell installations and many cell towers already violate radiation limits. 
The International Association of Firefighters officially oppose cell towers on fire 
stations, and have done so since 2004, after research showed firefighters with 
antennas on their stations suffered neurological damage, including memory problems, 
intermittent confusion and feelings of weakness.47 
The American Academy of Pediatrics and many other medical organizations are calling 
for federal action to protect children from EMF exposures, citing research showing that 
living near mobile phone base stations is associated with an increased risk for 
headaches, memory problems, dizziness, depression and sleep disturbances. 

Research48 by Martin Pall, Ph.D., published in 2016 detail how, when VGCCs are 
activated in the brain, they release neurotransmitters and neuroendocrine hormones. 
Hence, consequences of chronic EMF exposure to the brain also include anxiety, 
depression, autism and Alzheimer's. 

Preliminary results from the largest long-term study49,50,51 of brain development and 
youth health in the U.S., the Adolescent Brain Cognitive Development (ABCD) Study,52 
also reveals the brains of the most prolific users of electronic devices look different 
compared to those who use smartphones, tablets and video games less frequently. 

Children who use electronic devices for seven hours or more each day have premature 
thinning of the brain cortex, the outer brain layer that processes information from the 
five physical senses (taste, touch, sight, smell and sound). As little as two hours of 
screen time per day may impact cognition, resulting in lower scores on thinking and 
language tests. 

Fiber optic connections are the solution and the 
safe alternative to boost internet speed and 
reliability. 

 

Health Effects of EMF Exposure in General: 
Even without the addition of 5G, most people are already living in a proverbial sea of 
microwave radiation, and there's ample evidence suggesting this unnatural level of 
exposure is harming our health. For example, research has shown EMFs from 

https://articles.mercola.com/sites/articles/archive/2011/04/25/important-information-on-the-biological-effects-of-cell-phones-and-wireless-technologies.aspx


cellphones, laptops, tablets, Wi-Fi, smart meters, baby monitors and other wireless 
devices:57 

Create excess oxidative stress — EMFs activate voltage gated calcium channels located 
in the outer membrane of your cells.58,59,60,61,62 Once activated, the VGCCs allow an 
abnormal influx of calcium ions into the cell. The excess calcium triggers a chemical 
cascade that results in the creation of peroxynitrite, extremely potent oxidant stressors 
believed to be a root cause for many of today's chronic diseases. 

Inside your body, peroxynitrite modifies tyrosine molecules in proteins to create a new 
substance, nitrotyrosine and nitration of structural protein.63 Changes from nitration 
are visible in human biopsy of atherosclerosis, myocardial ischemia, inflammatory 
bowel disease, amyotrophic lateral sclerosis and septic lung disease.64 Over time, the 
cellular and mitochondrial damage being generated can set the stage and contribute to 
any number of health problems, including cancer. 
Open the blood-brain barrier, allowing toxins to enter your brain. 
Fragment DNA — Studies have shown EMFs cause DNA fragmentation. Significant 
oxidative stress from peroxynitrites may also result in single-strand breaks of DNA.65 
Damage mitochondria, and impair proton flow and ATP production — The enzyme 
ATP synthase — which passes currents of protons through a water channel, similar to 
current passing through a wire — generates energy in the form ATP from ADP, using 
this flow of protons. 

Magnetic fields can change the transparency of the water channel to protons, thereby 
reducing the current. As a result, you get less ATP, which can have system wide 
consequences, from promoting chronic disease and infertility to lowering intelligence. 
Alter cellular function due to excessive charge — In a previous interview, Alasdair 
Philips, founder of the Powerwatch,66 explained how EMF exposure alters cellular 
function by way of excessive charges. Essentially, the cell functions as a gel, held 
together by electric charge. When the charge becomes excessive due to a massive 
influx of electrons, the function of the cell is disrupted. 
Raise the risk for abnormal cell growth and cancer, including leukemia and cancer of 
the brain, acoustic nerve, salivary gland, eyes, testes, thyroid and breast — As early as 
2011, the evidence was strong enough for the International Agency for Research on 
Cancer, the cancer research arm of the World Health Organization, to declare 
cellphones a Group 2B "possible carcinogen."67 

Since then, a number of studies have found support for EMF having carcinogenic 
potential, including two recent studies by the National Toxicology Program (NTP, an 
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interagency research program under the auspices of the National Institute of 
Environmental Health Sciences),68,69,70 which found clear evidence for heart tumors in 
male rats exposed to 2G and 3G cellphone radiation. 

Corroborating evidence has been published by the Ramazzini Institute. The Ramazzini 
study71 reproduced and clearly supports the NTP's findings, showing a clear link 
between cellphone radiation and Schwann cell tumors (schwannomas)72,73,74 — but at a 
much lower power level than that used by NTP. 
Has neurological effects — Studies dating back to the 1950s and '60s show the nervous 
system is the organ most sensitive to EMFs. Some of these studies show massive 
changes in the structure of neurons, including cell death and synaptic dysfunction. 
Consequences of chronic EMF exposure to the brain include anxiety, depression, 
autism and Alzheimer's disease, which Martin Pall, Ph.D., details in a 2016 paper.75 
Contributes to reproductive problems in both sexes — For example, prenatal exposure 
to magnetic fields can nearly triple a pregnant woman's risk of miscarriage.76 Several 
other studies have come to similar conclusions.77,78,79,80,81 In men, studies show EMF 
radiation from cellphones and laptops reduces sperm motility and viability,82,83 and 
increases sperm DNA fragmentation.84 
Alters your microbiome, turning what might otherwise be beneficial microbes 
pathogenic. This too can have far-ranging health effects, since we now know your 
microbiome plays an important role in health. 
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Lucy Temple

From: Sarah Peters <slynn_peters@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, January 20, 2021 1:53 PM
To: Lucy Temple
Subject: 5G Tower Comment
Attachments: City of Cle Elum 5G Letter.docx

Dear City of Cle Elum, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comment on the 5G cell tower.  Attached is my letter and 
evidence opposing the tower. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Sarah Peters 



To: City of Cle Elum 

RE: 5G Comments 

Date: Wednesday 1/20/2021 

 

Dear City of Cle Elum, 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comment on the 5G cell tower(s) that some 
wish to be installed in our city.  I really appreciate the opportunity; God Bless America 
and our freedom of speech. 

I vehemently oppose this reckless and life-damaging technology to be installed 
anywhere within and outside the city limits of Cle Elum.  In fact, I oppose the existence 
of 5G towers anywhere in Kittitas County and really, the whole world. 

There are myriad of validated reasons for such opposition that it is quite difficult to 
encapsulate in one letter, in a manner that does not overwhelm you, the reader. 

Electro Magnetic Fields (EMF’s) cause a litany of adverse health effects.  Peer reviewed 
research studies on Radiofrequency Radiation have found: CANCER, Headaches, Ringing 
in ears, Memory problems, Dizziness, Depression, Sleep problems, Sperm damage, 
Altered brain development, Hormone changes and more. 

1. I will first provide you with some illustrations from 5G exposed website because 
pictures often say a thousand words. 

2. An environmental Impact statement created by 5GExposed.com 
3. The 20 Facts you need to know about 5G from Dr. Mercola’s website. 
4. Health Effects of EMF Exposure in General from Dr. Mercola’s website. 
5. A link to Letters from Scientists on the health risk of 5G from the Environmental 

Health Trust website Here: 
a.  https://ehtrust.org/small-cells-mini-cell-towers-health-letters-scientists-

health-risk-5g/ 
6. A link to 5G & Small Cells Fact Sheet from EHT 

a. https://ehtrust.org/resources-to-share/printable-
resources/?mgi_11109=16111/us-factsheet-on-5g-and-small-cells 

7. A link to 5G Your Health and the Environment Fact Sheet from EHT 
a. https://ehtrust.org/resources-to-share/printable-

resources/?mgi_1363=25735/5g-your-health-the-environment-flyer 
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City managers, whom I consider my friends, this is my URGENT plea to you… Do not 
allow 5G in our community.  It is dangerous.  The information is out there if you 
investigate and dig. 

Please understand that the information I am providing you in this letter only amounts to 
a single molecule on the tip of the iceberg of damning and damaging evidence of the 
adverse health risks of 5G wireless, not just to humans but to animals, plants, insects 
and even bacteria in our guts, the soil and beyond, that are absolutely necessary for life 
to exist. 

Decisions to erect 5G towers has already caused great harm in other communities, and 
WILL cause unnecessary harm here in our city as well.  A decision to erect 5G towers will 
illuminate our ignorance to the plethora of data that already exists.  It will illuminate our 
sheep-like compliance to do as big brother tells us and in the end a decision to erect 5G 
towers will be considered a tragedy if not a crime against all who live in our community.  
Please don’t make that mistake.  For the sake of everyone, especially children whose 
brains are still developing until age 25. 

I can guarantee you that years from now, the 5G situation will be a bigger boondoggle 
than the tobacco industry ever conceived of.  When Fiber Optic is already an available 
option that causes NO harm, has unbeatable reliability and extremely high speed, we 
would be remiss not to take advantage of this option.  In fact, opting for fiber-optic will 
increase the value of our community and improve eco-tourism causing little old Cle 
Elum to be looked upon as a leader in turning the tide against this deplorable 
technological nightmare. 

Thank you again for allowing public comment, aka free speech.  I sincerely hope the 
decision makers read and educate themselves from sources like I have provided that are 
outside the companies selling and pushing the 5G agenda. 

 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Sarah Peters 
260 Pine Glen Drive 
Cle Elum, WA 98922 
(509)-607-3449 
 Slynn_peters@yahoo.com 
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5G THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 

24th September 2020 qdxiy Comments 0 Comment 

STOP5G international.org 

  

Organisms – Continuous exposure to non-ionizing microwave radiation, has a 
detrimental impact on all living organisms, animals, birds, insects, plants, trees, soil 
based micro-organisms, as well as humans. Birds may abandon their nests, suffer 
plumage deterioration, locomotion problems, reduced survivorship or death. The 
declining bee population suffers colony collapse, and disrupted navigational skills. Bees 
are a crucial part of the earth’s ecosystem and vital for agriculture, providing pollination 
for our plant-based food. 

 Ecosystems – Microbes central to all life on Earth, are also susceptible to damage from 
microwave radiation. Microbes are diverse in form and function. In soils, one teaspoon 
of topsoil contains around 1 billion individual microscopic cells and around 10,000 
different species. These organisms have many tasks, and are central to crop fertility, 
purifying the environment from pollutants, regulating carbon storage stocks and 
production/consumption of many significant greenhouse gases, such as methane and 
nitrous oxides. 

 Energy Consumption – The expansion of the use of digital technology and the 5G 
wireless network, is the most significant contributor to increased energy consumption. 
During 2013-15 the expansion of the wireless cloud was equivalent to an additional 4.9 
million cars on the road. Current mobile phone usage at 3%, consumes energy at a 
higher rate than aviation. This is projected to rise to 20% over a decade, but with 5G, 
energy consumption is predicted to escalate to upwards of 170% by 2026. By 2030 
information technology will consume one fifth of all global electricity. 

 Carbon emissions – The use of digital technologies increases as the global population 
rises and new devices enter the market. 5G will create an increased demand for such 
devices, therefore raising the current carbon footprint. During production, digital 
technologies are at their least environmentally sound, generating around 68% of total 
carbon emissions, equating to 30kg of carbon dioxide. The total impact that digital 
devices have on carbon emissions throughout their life span, from manufacture to the 
energy required to power them and ultimately the end waste created. is hard to 
estimate. 
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 Earth’s Natural Electromagnetism – The alteration of the Earth’s electromagnetic 
environment may be an even greater threat to life than the radiation from ground-
based antennas. 5G satellites located in the Earth’s magnetosphere, will exert a 
significant influence over the electrical properties of the atmosphere or the global 
electrical circuit in which we naturally inhabit. The biological rhythms of living species 
are controlled by the Earth’s natural electromagnetic environment .The wellbeing of all 
living organisms depends on the stability of this environment, and the electrical 
properties of the Earth’s atmosphere. 

 Space debris – enveloping our planet in low Earth orbit, lies within 1.250 miles of the 
Earth’s surface. The debris ranges from microscopic particles to obsolete spacecraft, 
chunks of satellites, rocket bodies, momentum flywheels, nuclear reactor cores to 
residual fragments from a collision or debris breaking up. Space debris moves about 10 x 
faster than a bullet.  Some will fall out of orbit and burn in the Earth’s atmosphere, but 
a giant rocket fragment crashing  into a satellite at 21,6000 mph  would present untold 
problems on Earth. As the launching of 5G satellites continues, without an appropriate 
end of life plan, this situation can only worsen. 

 Atmosphere – Implementation of a 5G global wireless network includes the launching 
of rockets to deploy 5G satellites. The satellites will have a short lifespan, which would 
indicate an increase in deployments for the foreseeable future.  Black carbon 
particulates emitted through these launches, could potentially cause significant changes 
in the global atmospheric circulation and distributions of ozone and temperatures. Solid 
state rocket exhaust contains metallic debris, chlorine and alumina which destroys the 
ozone.  Google’s Project Loon is launching helium balloons. The balloons will only have a 
10-month lifespan. The amount of helium being used or its’ impact is yet unknown. 

 Oxygen and water – Higher radio frequency signals especially in the mm-wave range, 
are effected by atmospheric attenuation. This attenuation in the atmosphere is caused 
mainly by signal absorption by gasses such as O2 and H2O. The effect of signal 
absorption under 10 GHz is fairly low and predictable, however above this, the 
attenuation increases significantly, especially at certain frequencies. This is dependent 
on the absorbing characteristics of gasses, with 60GHz being absorbed by the 
atmosphere with almost 98% attenuation by O2. 

 Noise – The global wireless use of radio-frequency threatens vital climate applications, 
long term weather and natural disaster predictions, along with the study of water 
vapour in relation to climate change. Transmissions 24/7 from mobile-phone networks 
degrade the quality of the Earth Observations from space. Certain 5G radiofrequency 
signals, are close to those used by satellites to gather crucial weather and climate data. 



A noise buffer, may be required between the 5G transmissions and the water-vapour 
signal to minimise interference. Electromagnetic noise interference disrupts the 
navigation process of birds, bees and other insects. 

 Light pollution – ‘Brightness’ from SpaceX Starlite satellite constellations will be visible 
with the naked eye, and will destroy the natural aspect of the night sky. It will also have 
a disastrous effect on astronomy. The ability to search for potentially hazardous 
asteroids and comets, the most dangerous objects in the entire Universe to our species 
survival, will be threatened. The specific identification and measurement of transient 
and variable events, such as supernovae, flares, and variable stars, may also be lost. 

Data  –  harvested  by 5G infrastructure is likely to result in an increase in data traffic of 
up to a thousand times. The data will require massive computers to allow it to be stored 
and maintained. These computers will be housed in large data storage centers. 

 Economic incentives – mean that telecommunication companies will pursue their 
strategies for increased marketing and production of technology in spite of any known 
environmental impact. . By way of the experimental nature of 5G, we cannot foresee 
the full impact that the new 5G technology is going to have on the environment. 

 Waste – The many component parts used in technology associated with 5G network 
creates waste and scours important resources, with detrimental consequences for the 
environment. Precious metals and minerals used in the production of smart-phones or 
the small cells needed for 5G, are not a renewable resource. These metals often cannot 
be recycled and so the technologies cannot be recycled, thus creating tons of waste 
which ends up in landfills or other disposal systems 

 Devastation – The Congo rich in minerals, is mined for columbite-tantalite or coltan for 
use in the manufacture of electronic devices. The mining has a devastating impact on 
the incredible biodiversity of the region, which is the habitat of the Grauer’s Gorillas. 
The forests are decimated by the mines and wildlife is killed or traded. Grauer’s Gorillas 
are one of the 25 mostendangered primates in the world. Scientists fear they may very 
soon be extinct. 
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wreck-our-weather-forecastshttps://www.forbes.com/sites/startswithabang/2020/01/30/dangers-to-

astronomy-intensify-withspacexs-latest-starlink-launch/#58a984596a57 

 https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0025/195532/science-and-technology-

facilitiescouncil.pdfhttps://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0026/195533/national-centre-for-

earthobservation.pdf 

 https://gorillafund.org/congo-gorilla-species-now-officially-critically-endangered/ 

https://www.5gspaceappeal.org/the-appeal 

https://www.nationalgeographic.co.uk/space/2019/04/space-junk-huge-problem-and-its-onlygetting-

bigger 

https://theecologist.org/2020/apr/30/smart-techs-carbon-footprint 

 

The 20 things you need to know about 5G: 

5G coverage requires "small cell" antennas to be placed in neighborhoods everywhere. 

Millions of small cells must be built into people's front yards. 

The radiation from 5G small cells is not minor, and will increase EMF radiation near 
homes, causing aesthetic deterioration of the environment in addition to health risks. 

5G will not replace current wireless technology but add to it, increasing exposure 
exponentially. 

Community authority is being overruled at every level of government in the name of 
boosting cellphone coverage and internet speeds. 

Cellphone companies have confirmed that 5G small cells will work at a distance of 
3,000 feet and do not need to be placed every 100 feet, necessitating them being 
placed near homes. 

Scientists worldwide are calling for a halt to the rollout of 5G. 

https://childrenshealthdefense.org/news/the-brave-new-world-of-bill-gates-and-bigtelecom/?utm_source=salsa&eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=8218589b-e290-4d41-b7fd7f31803ed36e
https://childrenshealthdefense.org/news/the-brave-new-world-of-bill-gates-and-bigtelecom/?utm_source=salsa&eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=8218589b-e290-4d41-b7fd7f31803ed36e
https://childrenshealthdefense.org/news/the-brave-new-world-of-bill-gates-and-bigtelecom/?utm_source=salsa&eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=8218589b-e290-4d41-b7fd7f31803ed36e
https://ecfsapi.fcc.gov/file/1053072081009/5G%20Radiation%20Dangers%20%2011%20Reasons%20To%20Be%20Concerned%20_%20ElectricSense.pdf
https://ecfsapi.fcc.gov/file/1053072081009/5G%20Radiation%20Dangers%20%2011%20Reasons%20To%20Be%20Concerned%20_%20ElectricSense.pdf
https://agupubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1029/2010GL044548
https://agupubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1029/2010GL044548
https://www.nationalgeographic.co.uk/science-and-technology/2019/11/could-your-next-mobilephone-wreck-our-weather-forecasts
https://www.nationalgeographic.co.uk/science-and-technology/2019/11/could-your-next-mobilephone-wreck-our-weather-forecasts
https://www.forbes.com/sites/startswithabang/2020/01/30/dangers-to-astronomy-intensify-withspacexs-latest-starlink-launch/#58a984596a57
https://www.forbes.com/sites/startswithabang/2020/01/30/dangers-to-astronomy-intensify-withspacexs-latest-starlink-launch/#58a984596a57
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0025/195532/science-and-technology-facilitiescouncil.pdf
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0025/195532/science-and-technology-facilitiescouncil.pdf
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0026/195533/national-centre-for-earthobservation.pdf
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0026/195533/national-centre-for-earthobservation.pdf
https://gorillafund.org/congo-gorilla-species-now-officially-critically-endangered/
https://www.5gspaceappeal.org/the-appeal
https://www.nationalgeographic.co.uk/space/2019/04/space-junk-huge-problem-and-its-onlygetting-bigger
https://www.nationalgeographic.co.uk/space/2019/04/space-junk-huge-problem-and-its-onlygetting-bigger
https://theecologist.org/2020/apr/30/smart-techs-carbon-footprint
https://articles.mercola.com/sites/articles/archive/2011/07/09/vickie-warren-on-effects-of-electromagnetic-fields.aspx
https://articles.mercola.com/sites/articles/archive/2018/03/31/emf-exposure-wireless-technology.aspx


Cumulative daily radiation exposure is associated with serious health effects, including 
cancer,40,41 altered brain development in children and reproductive damage in men. 

Indeed, thousands of studies showing biological effects from low-intensity EMF, 
including over 1,800 referenced in the report’s conclusion, were summarized in the 
BioInitiative Report42 (2007 and 2012), demonstrating immune system effects, 
neurological effects, cognitive effects and much more. Another important study,43 
funded by the U.S. government, was published in the Journal of the American Medical 
Association in 2011. 

Using a positron emission tomography or PET scan capable of detecting alterations in 
glucose, the researchers determined that cellphone radiation triggers your brain cells 
to metabolize glucose at an increased rate. 

Glucose metabolism equates to cell activation, so the findings indicate that radiation 
from your cellphone has a well-defined measureable influence on your brain. 
Essentially, each time you put a cellphone up to your ear, you're artificially activating 
your brain cells. 

Multiple papers have concluded wireless radiation is a human carcinogen; the 
International Agency for Research on Cancer classified cellphones as a Group 2B 
"possible carcinogen" in 2011,44 and two recent studies (one by the U.S. National 
Toxicology Program (NTP)45 and one by the Ramazzini Institute in Italy46) confirm its 
carcinogenic potential. 

The NTP study found heart tumors (malignant schwannomas) in male rats, "similar to 
acoustic neuromas, a benign tumor in people involving the nerve that connects the ear 
to the brain, which some studies have linked to cellphone use." 

According to experts, 5G small cell wireless streaming bills do not make financial sense. 

Antennas near homes also decrease property values. 

Microwave antennas in front yards pose several worker and public safety hazards. 

Wireless companies warn investors of risks, but do not inform people living near 
cellphone towers. 

Antennas near homes will cause a deterioration of sleep for the occupants, resulting in 
decreased performance and health. 

Cellphone radiation has been shown to have an adverse impact on birds, bees, trees 
and plants. 

Many U.S. cities and entire countries are voting to halt 5G. 



The Federal Communications Commission does not monitor radiation exposures from 
cell installations and many cell towers already violate radiation limits. 

The International Association of Firefighters officially oppose cell towers on fire 
stations, and have done so since 2004, after research showed firefighters with 
antennas on their stations suffered neurological damage, including memory problems, 
intermittent confusion and feelings of weakness.47 

The American Academy of Pediatrics and many other medical organizations are calling 
for federal action to protect children from EMF exposures, citing research showing that 
living near mobile phone base stations is associated with an increased risk for 
headaches, memory problems, dizziness, depression and sleep disturbances. 

Research48 by Martin Pall, Ph.D., published in 2016 detail how, when VGCCs are 
activated in the brain, they release neurotransmitters and neuroendocrine hormones. 
Hence, consequences of chronic EMF exposure to the brain also include anxiety, 
depression, autism and Alzheimer's. 

Preliminary results from the largest long-term study49,50,51 of brain development and 
youth health in the U.S., the Adolescent Brain Cognitive Development (ABCD) Study,52 
also reveals the brains of the most prolific users of electronic devices look different 
compared to those who use smartphones, tablets and video games less frequently. 

Children who use electronic devices for seven hours or more each day have premature 
thinning of the brain cortex, the outer brain layer that processes information from the 
five physical senses (taste, touch, sight, smell and sound). As little as two hours of 
screen time per day may impact cognition, resulting in lower scores on thinking and 
language tests. 

Fiber optic connections are the solution and the 

safe alternative to boost internet speed and 

reliability. 

 

Health Effects of EMF Exposure in General: 

Even without the addition of 5G, most people are already living in a proverbial sea of 
microwave radiation, and there's ample evidence suggesting this unnatural level of 
exposure is harming our health. For example, research has shown EMFs from 

https://articles.mercola.com/sites/articles/archive/2011/04/25/important-information-on-the-biological-effects-of-cell-phones-and-wireless-technologies.aspx


cellphones, laptops, tablets, Wi-Fi, smart meters, baby monitors and other wireless 
devices:57 

Create excess oxidative stress — EMFs activate voltage gated calcium channels located 
in the outer membrane of your cells.58,59,60,61,62 Once activated, the VGCCs allow an 
abnormal influx of calcium ions into the cell. The excess calcium triggers a chemical 
cascade that results in the creation of peroxynitrite, extremely potent oxidant stressors 
believed to be a root cause for many of today's chronic diseases. 

Inside your body, peroxynitrite modifies tyrosine molecules in proteins to create a new 
substance, nitrotyrosine and nitration of structural protein.63 Changes from nitration 
are visible in human biopsy of atherosclerosis, myocardial ischemia, inflammatory 
bowel disease, amyotrophic lateral sclerosis and septic lung disease.64 Over time, the 
cellular and mitochondrial damage being generated can set the stage and contribute to 
any number of health problems, including cancer. 

Open the blood-brain barrier, allowing toxins to enter your brain. 

Fragment DNA — Studies have shown EMFs cause DNA fragmentation. Significant 
oxidative stress from peroxynitrites may also result in single-strand breaks of DNA.65 

Damage mitochondria, and impair proton flow and ATP production — The enzyme 
ATP synthase — which passes currents of protons through a water channel, similar to 
current passing through a wire — generates energy in the form ATP from ADP, using 
this flow of protons. 

Magnetic fields can change the transparency of the water channel to protons, thereby 
reducing the current. As a result, you get less ATP, which can have system wide 
consequences, from promoting chronic disease and infertility to lowering intelligence. 

Alter cellular function due to excessive charge — In a previous interview, Alasdair 
Philips, founder of the Powerwatch,66 explained how EMF exposure alters cellular 
function by way of excessive charges. Essentially, the cell functions as a gel, held 
together by electric charge. When the charge becomes excessive due to a massive 
influx of electrons, the function of the cell is disrupted. 

Raise the risk for abnormal cell growth and cancer, including leukemia and cancer of 
the brain, acoustic nerve, salivary gland, eyes, testes, thyroid and breast — As early as 
2011, the evidence was strong enough for the International Agency for Research on 
Cancer, the cancer research arm of the World Health Organization, to declare 
cellphones a Group 2B "possible carcinogen."67 

Since then, a number of studies have found support for EMF having carcinogenic 
potential, including two recent studies by the National Toxicology Program (NTP, an 

https://articles.mercola.com/sites/articles/archive/2017/08/05/smart-meter-dangers.aspx
https://articles.mercola.com/sites/articles/archive/2016/10/10/inflammatory-bowel-disease-symptoms.aspx
https://articles.mercola.com/sites/articles/archive/2016/10/10/inflammatory-bowel-disease-symptoms.aspx
https://articles.mercola.com/lou-gehrigs-disease.aspx
https://articles.mercola.com/sites/articles/archive/2018/01/08/reduce-emf-exposure.aspx


interagency research program under the auspices of the National Institute of 
Environmental Health Sciences),68,69,70 which found clear evidence for heart tumors in 
male rats exposed to 2G and 3G cellphone radiation. 

Corroborating evidence has been published by the Ramazzini Institute. The Ramazzini 
study71 reproduced and clearly supports the NTP's findings, showing a clear link 
between cellphone radiation and Schwann cell tumors (schwannomas)72,73,74 — but at a 
much lower power level than that used by NTP. 

Has neurological effects — Studies dating back to the 1950s and '60s show the nervous 
system is the organ most sensitive to EMFs. Some of these studies show massive 
changes in the structure of neurons, including cell death and synaptic dysfunction. 
Consequences of chronic EMF exposure to the brain include anxiety, depression, 
autism and Alzheimer's disease, which Martin Pall, Ph.D., details in a 2016 paper.75 

Contributes to reproductive problems in both sexes — For example, prenatal exposure 
to magnetic fields can nearly triple a pregnant woman's risk of miscarriage.76 Several 
other studies have come to similar conclusions.77,78,79,80,81 In men, studies show EMF 
radiation from cellphones and laptops reduces sperm motility and viability,82,83 and 
increases sperm DNA fragmentation.84 

Alters your microbiome, turning what might otherwise be beneficial microbes 
pathogenic. This too can have far-ranging health effects, since we now know your 
microbiome plays an important role in health. 
 

https://articles.mercola.com/anxiety.aspx
https://articles.mercola.com/depression.aspx
https://articles.mercola.com/sites/articles/archive/2013/04/02/autism-rates.aspx
https://articles.mercola.com/sites/articles/archive/2017/02/11/alzheimers-every-minute-counts-documentary.aspx
https://articles.mercola.com/sites/articles/archive/2017/09/03/electromagnetic-fields-harmful-effects.aspx
https://articles.mercola.com/sites/articles/archive/2017/09/03/electromagnetic-fields-harmful-effects.aspx
https://articles.mercola.com/sites/articles/archive/2017/12/10/emf-remediation.aspx
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Lucy Temple

From: Sarah Peters <slynn_peters@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, January 20, 2021 3:12 PM
To: Lucy Temple
Subject: Fw: 5G Tower Comment - Additional pdf's
Attachments: Parents_SafeTech_Flyer_V5.pdf; EHT-5G-Flyer-8.5-x-11-1.pdf; 5G_What-You-Need-to-

Know.pdf

Hi Lucy, 
 
Here three pdf flyers to accompany my letter. 
 
 
Thank you very much, 
 
- Sarah Peters 
 
 
 
----- Forwarded Message ----- 
From: Sarah Peters <slynn_peters@yahoo.com> 
To: ltemple@cleelum.gov <ltemple@cleelum.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, January 20, 2021, 1:53:07 PM PST 
Subject: 5G Tower Comment 
 
Dear City of Cle Elum, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comment on the 5G cell tower.  Attached is my letter and 
evidence opposing the tower. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Sarah Peters 



What You Need To Know About 
5G Wireless and “Small” Cells

“We recommend a moratorium on the roll-out of the fifth generation, 5G, for telecommunication until 
potential hazards for human health and the environment have been fully investigated by scientists 
independent from industry...RF-EMF has been proven to be harmful for humans and the environment.”

— 2017 5G Scientific Appeal (signed by more than 200 scientists and doctors from 35 countries)

Nationwide, communities are being told by wireless companies that it is necessary to build  “small cell” wireless 
facilities in neighborhoods on streetlight and utility poles in order to offer 5G, a new technology that will 
connect the Internet of Things (IoT). At the local, state, and federal level, new legislation and new zoning aim to 
streamline the installation of these 5G “small cell” antennas in public rights-of-way.

The radiation from small cells is not small: Wireless antennas emit microwaves — non-ionizing radiofrequency radiation 
— and essentially function as  cell towers. Each installation can have over a thousand antennas that are transmitting 
simultaneously.

Millions of small cells to be built in front yards: The Federal Communications Commission estimates that millions of these 
wireless transmitters will be built in our rights-of-way, directly in front of our homes.  

5G will add to — not replace — our current wireless technology: 5G will not only utilize current 3G and 4G wireless 
frequencies already in use but also add higher frequency — submillimeter and millimeter waves — in order to transmit data at 
superfast speeds. 

Community authority is overruled: Communities are being stripped of their right to make decisions about this new 
technology. ”Streamlining” means almost automatic approval. Public notice and public hearings are being eliminated. Even if 
every homeowner on the block opposes the antennas on their street, the opposition will be disregarded. 

Scientists worldwide are calling for a halt to the 5G Roll-out: Over 200 scientists and doctors issued a declaration calling 
for a moratorium on the increase of 5G cell antennas citing human health effects and impacts to wildlife.   
Read the 2017 Scientific Appeal on 5G To the European Commission 
Read the 2015 EMF Scientist Appeal to the United Nations 
Read Letters From Dozens of Scientists on Health Risks of 5G

Cumulative daily radiation exposure poses serious public health risks: Peer reviewed, published science indicates 
that exposures to wireless radiation can increase cancer risk, alter brain development and damage sperm.  Most people 
are unaware that wireless technology was never tested for long-term safety, that children are more vulnerable and that the 
accumulated scientific evidence shows harm. 

Decreased property values: Studies show property values drop up to 20% on homes near cell towers. Would you buy a home 
with a mini cell tower in the yard? Read research showing decreased property value from cell towers near homes. 

Microwave antennas in front yards present several worker and public safety issues: Unions have already filed comments 
that workers were injured, unaware they were working near transmitting antennas. How will HVAC workers, window washers, 
and tree cutters be protected? The heavy large equipment cabinets mounted on poles along our sidewalks also present new 
hazards. Cars run into utility poles, often, what then? US Dept of Labor letters on cell tower safety

Fiber is the safe alternative: Worldwide, many regions are investing in wired fiberoptic connections which are are safer, 
faster, more reliable, provide greater capacity, and are more cyber-secure. Read “Re-Inventing Wires: The Future of Landlines 
and Networks,” by the National Institute for Science, Law & Public Policy

www.ehtrust.org
All text in this document in blue is hyperlinked to resources for more information.

Please also see https://ehtrust.org/factsheet-need-know-5g-small-cells-science-policy-public-health/ for additional resources.

http://www.5gappeal.eu/
http://www.5gappeal.eu/
https://emfscientist.org/
https://ehtrust.org/small-cells-mini-cell-towers-health-letters-scientists-health-risk-5g/
https://ehtrust.org/cell-phone-towers-lower-property-values-documentation-research/
https://ehtrust.org/cell-tower-worker-accident-health-safety-issues/
http://electromagnetichealth.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/ReInventing-Wires-1-25-18.pdf
http://electromagnetichealth.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/ReInventing-Wires-1-25-18.pdf
http://www.ehtrust.org/
https://ehtrust.org/factsheet-need-know-5g-small-cells-science-policy-public-health/


KEY RESEARCH AND REPORTS

5G Frequencies Are Absorbed Into the Skin 
Physicists found that the higher millimeter frequencies intended for 5G use are 
preferentially absorbed into the sweat duct at much higher rates than other organ 
tissues. Read two published studies “The Modeling of the Absorbance of the Sub-THz 
Radiation by Human Skin.” The human skin as a sub-THz receiver – Does 5G pose a 
danger to it or not? Paul Ben-Ishai, PhD Lecture. 

5G Frequencies Are Used As Weapons
Millimeter frequencies have the capacity to cause a severe burning sensation in the 
skin and are used by the U.S. Department of Defense in crowd control guns called 
Active Denial Systems.  

Landmark US National Toxicology Program (NTP) Study Finds “Clear Evidence  
of Cancer” and DNA Damage 
The NTP studies found male rats exposed for two years to cell phone radiation 
developed significantly increased gliomas (brain cancer) and schwann cell tumors, 
the very same types of tumors increased in long-term human cell phone users. NIH/
NTP presentation on DNA results states “exposure to RFR has the potential to induce 
measurable DNA damage under certain exposure conditions.” Press Coverage,  
Peer Review Report

Cell Tower Radiation is Linked To Damage in Human Blood 
A published study compared people living close and far from cell antennas and found 
people living closer to cellular antennas had changes in blood that predicts cancer 
development. Read Zothansiama et al, 2017. Read a Compilation of Research on Cell 
Tower Radiation 

Published Scientific Review on 5G Finds Adverse Effects
Scientific literature documents evidence of nonthermal cellular damage from wireless 
radiation used in telecommunications to DNA integrity, cellular membranes, gene 
expression, protein synthesis, neuronal function, the blood brain barrier, melatonin
production, sperm damage and immune dysfunction. Russell 2018

Cellular Radiation Negatively Impacts Birds and Bees
Published research finds the frequencies alter bird navigation and  disturb honeybee 
colonies. Research on EMF and Bees. Research on Wildlife

RESOURCES

Research on 5G and Cell Tower Radiation 

A 5G Wireless Future: Will it give us a smart nation or contribute to an unhealthy 
one?” Santa Clara Medical Association Bulletin, Cindy Russell MD, 2017

Letters by Scientists in Opposition To 5G Research on Cell Tower Radiation, 2017

Biological Effects from Exposure to Electromagnetic Radiation Emitted by Cell Tower 
Base Stations and Other Antenna Arrays, Levitt and Lai, 2010

Radiofrequency radiation injures trees around mobile phone base stations, 
Waldmann-Selsam et al., 2016

Department of Interior Letter on the Impact of Cell Towers on Migratory Birds, Willie 
R. Taylor Director, Office of Environmental Policy and Compliance, 2014

Anthropogenic radiofrequency electromagnetic fields as an emerging threat to wildlife 
orientation, Balmori, 2015

Briefing Memorandum On The Impacts from Thermal and Non-thermal  
Non-ionizing Radiation to Birds and Other Wildlife, Manville, 2016

Database of Worldwide International Policy To Reduce EMF

Youtube Scientific Videos on 5G

5G Small Cell Antennas To Be Placed On: 
• Street lights 
• Trashcans 
• Utility poles  
• Bus stops 
• Sides of buildings

5 Reasons Why Small Cells Are Not Small
• Increased radiation near homes
• Refrigerator-sized equipment cabinet
• Drop in property values
• Taller poles
• Fixtures weigh hundreds of pounds

Crown Castle’s 2016 10-K Annual Report says: 
“If radio frequency emissions from wireless handsets 
or equipment on our wireless infrastructure are 
demonstrated to cause negative health effects, potential 
future claims could adversely affect our operations, 
costs or revenues… We currently do not maintain any 
significant insurance with respect to these matters.”

Read warnings from Crown Castle, Verizon and other 
wireless companies. 

The American Academy of Pediatrics says:  
“An Egyptian study confirmed concerns that living 
nearby mobile phone base stations increased the risk for 
developing:
• Headaches
• Memory problems
• Dizziness
• Depression
• Sleep problems”

AAP on Cell Towers

Letter from oncologist Lennart Hardell MD & 
Colleagues: “There is a substantial body of evidence 
that this technology is harmful to humans and the 
environment. The 5G millimeter wave is known to heat 
the eyes, skin and testes... Of particular concern are the 
most vulnerable among us — the unborn, children, the 
infirm, the elderly and the disabled. It is also expected that 
populations of bees and birds will drastically decline.” 

2017 Scientific Letter

Peer Reviewed Research Studies on Radiofrequency 
Radiation Have Found:
• Headaches
• Sperm damage
• Altered brain development
• Depression 
• Neurological symptoms 
• Hormone changes
• Memory problems
• Sleep problems  
• Cancer

Science:

BioInitiative 2012 Report by Independent Scientists 
Dr. Moskowitz, University of California at Berkeley 
Dr. Lennnart Hardell Örebro University Sweden  
The Baby Safe Project 
Whatis5g.info 
Physicians for Safe Technology 
Environmental Health Trust 5G Resources 

TAKE ACTION
Contact local, state and federal elected officials in person. 

Share this information with your friends, family and community. 

Ask for government policy that reduces RFR exposure to the public. 

Citizens in all states must organize and take action to halt 
legislation that increases cell antennas in neighborhoods. 

LEARN MORE

Federal Legislation To Know  
US States With Streamlining Bills www.ehtrust.org

http://ieeexplore.ieee.org/document/8016593/
http://ieeexplore.ieee.org/document/8016593/
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0013935118300331
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0013935118300331
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VuVtGldYXK4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=3&v=dmuyLIrSjxI
http://jnlwp.defense.gov/About/Frequently-Asked-Questions/Active-Denial-System-FAQs/
https://ntp.niehs.nih.gov/results/areas/cellphones/
https://factor.niehs.nih.gov/2018/4/feature/feature-2-cell-phone/index.htm
https://ehtrust.org/wp-content/uploads/Evaluation-of-Genotoxicity-of-Cell-Phone-Radiofrequency-Radiation-in-Male-and-f-the-Genot-d-Female-notoxicity-e-Rats-and-y-Ce-d-Mice-ell-Ra-e-Following-g-Subchronic-ncy-c-Exposure-Poster-.pdf
https://www.newsobserver.com/news/business/health-care/article207112454.html
https://ehtrust.org/wp-content/uploads/National-Toxicology-Program-Peer-Review-of-the-Draft-NTP-Technical-Reports-on-Cell-Phone-Radiofrequency-Radiation-March-26–28-2018-National-Institute-of-Environmental-Health-Sciences-Research-Triangle-Park-NC-.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/318916428_Impact_of_radiofrequency_radiation_on_DNA_damage_and_antioxidants_in_peripheral_blood_lymphocytes_of_humans_residing_in_the_vicinity_of_mobile_phone_base_stations
https://ehtrust.org/science/cell-towers-and-cell-antennae/compilation-of-research-studies-on-cell-tower-radiation-and-health/
https://ehtrust.org/science/cell-towers-and-cell-antennae/compilation-of-research-studies-on-cell-tower-radiation-and-health/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0013935118300161
https://ehtrust.org/published-research-adverse-effect-wireless-technology-electromagnetic-radiation-bees/
https://ehtrust.org/science/bees-butterflies-wildlife-research-electromagnetic-fields-environment/
https://ehtrust.org/scientific-research-on-5g-and-health/
https://issuu.com/18621/docs/bulletin_0217_web/20
https://issuu.com/18621/docs/bulletin_0217_web/20
https://ehtrust.org/small-cells-mini-cell-towers-health-letters-scientists-health-risk-5g/
http://www.nrcresearchpress.com/doi/abs/10.1139/A10-018#.WePJcbpFw2w
http://www.nrcresearchpress.com/doi/abs/10.1139/A10-018#.WePJcbpFw2w
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0048969716317375#!
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0048969716317375#!
http://nebula.wsimg.com/e498f8f484d32b310fa2cccec4eb7d28?AccessKeyId=FF4B01FD5B2965093C55&disposition=0&alloworigin=1
http://nebula.wsimg.com/e498f8f484d32b310fa2cccec4eb7d28?AccessKeyId=FF4B01FD5B2965093C55&disposition=0&alloworigin=1
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0048969715002296
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0048969715002296
https://ecfsapi.fcc.gov/file/12270470130362/Manville%207-14-%202016%20Radiation%20Briefing%20Memo-Public.pdf
https://ecfsapi.fcc.gov/file/12270470130362/Manville%207-14-%202016%20Radiation%20Briefing%20Memo-Public.pdf
https://ehtrust.org/policy/international-policy-actions-on-wireless/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QvPg1AyQ43I&list=PLT6DbkXhTGoBmSJ3hFcJFavw4JbLw6tnw&index=1
https://ehtrust.org/key-issues/corporate-company-investor-warnings-annual-reports-10k-filings-cell-phone-radiation-risks/
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/safety-prevention/all-around/Pages/Electromagnetic-Fields-A-Hazard-to-Your-Health.aspx
https://ehtrust.org/wp-content/uploads/Lennart-Hardell-BROWN-HONORABLE-EDMUND-G.pdf
https://ehtrust.org/science/research-on-wireless-health-effects/
http://www.saferemr.com/2017/09/5g-wireless-technology-is-5g-harmful-to.html
https://lennarthardellenglish.wordpress.com/
http://www.babysafeproject.org/
http://www.whatis5g.info
https://mdsafetech.wordpress.com/
https://ehtrust.org/key-issues/cell-phoneswireless/5g-internet-everything/
https://ehtrust.org/federal-legislation-5g-small-cells/
https://ehtrust.org/list-us-state-bills-streamlining-wireless-small-cellsdasnodes-rights-way/
http://www.ehtrust.org/


Harvard Investigation Finds Industry Funding  
Influences Science and Policy
“Industry control, in the case of wireless health issues, extends 
beyond Congress and regulators to basic scientific research.”  
— Norm Alster, in Captured Agency, Harvard University

Medical Doctors Caution
“An Egyptian study confirmed concerns that living nearby 
mobile phone base stations increased the risk for developing 
headaches, memory problems, dizziness, depression and sleep 
problems. In large studies, an association has been observed 
between symptoms and exposure to these fields in the 
everyday environment.”  
— The American Academy of Pediatrics 

Scientists Worldwide Are Calling For A Halt To 5G 
“We recommend a moratorium on the roll-out of the fifth 
generation, 5G, for telecommunication until potential hazards for 
human health and the environment have been fully investigated 
by scientists independent from industry...RF-EMF has been 
proven to be harmful for humans and the environment.”  
— The 5G Appeal (signed by over 250 independent scientists and 
medical doctors from 40 countries)

Worldwide Opposition
Governments are taking action to stop 5G. Dozens of cities in 
Italy, the U.K., the U.S. and Switzerland are passing resolutions/
restrictions to halt the 5G roll-out until adequate safety testing 
has been done. Several countries recommend reducing 
children’s exposures to cellular phone radiation.

Issues With 5G
•	 Experimental technology
•	 Increases radiation exposure
•	 Outdated radiation guidelines
•	 Children are more vulnerable 
•	 Inadequate regulations
•	 Impact to tree canopy
•	 No oversight by health authority
•	 No environmental review 
•	 Increases energy usage
•	 Increases e-waste and pollution
•	 Lowers property values
•	 Local authority overruled
•	 Loss of privacy
•	 Interferes with weather forecasting
•	 Screen addiction
•	 Uninsured liability  
•	 Cyber security risks

5G was not premarket safety tested. LEARN MORE AT EHTRUST.ORG

WHAT IS 5G?

Peer Reviewed Research  
On Wireless Radiation
•	 Sperm damage
•	 Oxidative stress
•	 Altered brain development 
•	 DNA damage
•	 Immune system damage
•	 Memory problems 
•	 Sleep problems
•	 Hyperactivity
•	 Behavior problems
•	 Breach of blood-brain barrier
•	 Brain tumors
•	 Cancer
•	 Harm to birds, bees, and trees

5G is the fifth generation of wireless technology promising to connect the Internet of Things (IoT) at blazing fast 
speeds. Millions of new cell antennas are being installed in front of homes on street lights and utility poles. Telecom 
has heavily lobbied governments to pass new regulations that fast track new wireless antenna installations by 
removing public notice and public hearings and usurp local control. 

5G, Your Health 
And The  
Environment

ENVIRONMENTAL
HEALTH TRUST

http://ehtrust.org


What Parents 
Need To Know 
About Safe  
Technology

“Parents should not panic over the  
latest research, but it can be used  
as a good reminder to limit both  
children’s screen time and exposure 
from cell phones and other devices 
emitting radiation from electromagnetic 
fields (EMF).”

THE AMERICAN ACADEMY OF PEDIATRICS, 2016

Children have thinner skulls. Research shows that 
children’s developing brains, eyes and bone marrow absorb 
this radiation three to ten times deeper than adults. 

The World Health Organization’s International Agency 
for the Research on Cancer classified wireless radio 
frequency radiation as a Class 2B, Possible Human 
Carcinogen in 2011.  Cell and cordless phones are linked 
to increased brain tumors. Risks are highest for those who 
first used a phone under the age of twenty. 

A landmark study by the National Toxicology Program 
found “clear evidence” of cancer, heart damage and DNA 
damage in rats exposed daily to wireless radiation. 

A 2018 study found an impact to memory in teenagers 
who used cell phones to the head for just a year. 
Published research also links wireless exposure to 
hyperactivity, behavior problems damaged sperm, and 
altered brain development.

Wireless radiation at very low levels has been shown to 
change brain activity. In 2011, NIH researchers found 
brain glucose metabolism increased from cell phone 
radiation. 

A 2011 Yale Medicine mice study found increased 
hyperactivity and memory problems after 
prenatal exposure. Now Harvard and Yale Doctors 
are recommending pregnant women reduce exposure.  
See BabySafeProject.org

What Does the Science Say 
about Wireless and Children?

“Children are disproportionately affected 
by environmental exposures, including cell 

phone radiation.”

THE AMERICAN ACADEMY OF PEDIATRICS, 2013

Worldwide 
Countries are Taking 
Protective Action
Belgium, France, Australia, 
Russia, the United Kingdom, 
India, Finland, Turkey, Canada and the 
European Union have all taken measures 
to reduce children’s exposure to wireless 
radiation by stricter regulations and/or 
issuing informative fact sheets for their 
citizens on how to reduce exposures to 
children. 

Read the 
Manufacturer’s 
Advice Written in  
Fine Print on  
Wireless Device 
Manuals

FROM THE SAMSUNG 3G LAPTOP MANUAL:

“Usage precautions during 3G connection: 
Keep safe distance from pregnant women’s 
stomach or from lower stomach of teenagers. 

“..the Council recommends limiting exposures...
WiFi can be turned off and wired local area 
network (LAN) can provide a reliable and secure 
form of networking ..without any microwave 
electromagnetic field exposure.”
- Maryland State Children’s Environmental 
Health and Protection Advisory Council 2017

MORE AT: www.EHTrust.org

http://www.BabySafeProject.org


But wireless is everywhere,  
will wires really help? 
Simple changes such as hardwiring computers and keeping 
tech on Airplane Mode will significantly reduce a child’s daily 
exposure. Since exposure is cumulative and children will have 
a lifetime to be exposed, these changes could greatly reduce 
your child’s risk of cancer and other diseases. 

Why is it legal? 
Wireless was never premarket tested for children’s safety. 
It is not a food, drug, or chemical and a long term health risk 
assessment was never done by the FDA, CDC, NCI or EPA. 

Is our government doing  
anything? 
The FCC has opened a review of our outdated wireless 
radiation exposure limits (from 1996) but so far there has 
been no action. Current laws do not protect children from the 
biological effects of longterm low level exposures. The American 
Academy of Pediatrics is calling for large scale research and 
more protective radiation limits for children and pregnant 
women. These protective regulations may take years to pass. 
Parents can take steps now to ensure safety at home and at 
school. 

For children the cancer risks may be greater than 
that for adults because of greater penetration and 
absorption of cell phone radiation in the brains 
of children and because the developing nervous 
system of children is more susceptible.

Choose corded connections. 
Connect to Internet whenever possible using  
ethernet connections, not Wi-Fi. It is as simple as 
running a cord from your router directly to your  
device and then turning off the wireless antennas  
of the router and the devices. 

Corded connections provide access to 
the same Internet but without the body-
penetrating wireless radiation.

Adapters are available to connect ethernet cords 
to smaller devices such as tablets, e-readers, and 
smartphones. MORE AT: EHTrust.org AND #PracticeSafeTech

Use cell phones in speaker mode or with 
the use of hands-free kits.

Avoid carrying your phone against the 
body like in a pocket, sock, or bra. Cell 
phone manufacturers can’t guarantee that 
the amount of radiation you’re absorbing 
will be at a safe level.

If you plan to watch a movie on your device, 
download it first, then switch to airplane 
mode while you watch in order to avoid 
unnecessary radiation exposure.

Keep an eye on your signal strength (i.e. 
how many bars you have). The weaker your 
cell signal, the harder your phone has to 
work and the more radiation it gives off. 

Avoid making calls in cars, elevators, 
trains, and buses. The cell phone works 
harder to get a signal through metal, so the 
power level increases. 

Remember that cell phones are not toys or 
teething items. 

Make only short or essential calls on cell 
phones.

AMERICAN ACADEMY OF PEDIATRICS  
 SAFETY TIPS FOR FAMILIES

FIND OUT MORE AT 
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/safety-
prevention/all-around/Pages/Cell-Phone-Radiation-
Childrens-Health.aspxKeep devices away from the body and bedroom.

Put devices on desks, not laps.

Hard wire all devices that connect to the internet.

Hard wire all fixed devices such as printers, 
projectors and boards.

Use hard-wired phones instead of cell or cordless 
phones.

NEW JERSEY EDUCATION ASSOCIATION REVIEW 11/2016

Minimize health risks from 
electronic devices

– Ron Melnick PhD, Senior Toxicologist 
at National Institute of Environmental 
Health Sciences, Retired “

“

http://www.EHTrust.org
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/safety-prevention/all-around/Pages/Cell-Phone-Radiation-Childrens-Health.aspx
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/safety-prevention/all-around/Pages/Cell-Phone-Radiation-Childrens-Health.aspx
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/safety-prevention/all-around/Pages/Cell-Phone-Radiation-Childrens-Health.aspx
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EXHIBIT 7.  2019 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN CONSISTENCY 
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Capital Facilities 

Goal CF-3: To assure that capital improvements necessary to carry out the comprehensive 

plan are provided when they are needed. 

Policies: CF –3.1 Development shall be allowed only when and where all public 

facilities are adequate and only when such development can be adequately served by 

essential public services without reducing level of service standards else-where. 

CF–3.4 Require that development proposals are reviewed by the various providers of 

services, such as school districts, sewer, water, and fire departments, for available 

capacity to accommodate development and needed system improvements. 

CF–3.7 Development proposals within the City should incorporate construction 

designs which minimize water and energy consumption. 

Goal CF-4: To finance the City’s needed capital facilities in as economic, efficient, and 

equitable a manner as possible. 

CF –4.2 General revenues should be used only to fund projects that provide a general 

benefit to the entire community or the general government functions of the City. 

Land Use 

Goal LU-1: Management and Implementation 

Policies 

LU –1.2 Land use changes should be guided by topography, soils conditions, adjacent 

land uses, and the ability of the City to provide facilities and services. 

LU –1.5 The City will coordinate concurrency management review. Developers shall 

provide information relating to impacts that the proposed development will have on 

public facilities and services. 

LU –1.8 Conditional Use Permits, street vacations, variances and other special 

applications shall only be permitted when there is an overriding permanent public 

benefit consistent with the goals and policies of this Comprehensive Plan. 

Goal LU-3: Preserve Cle Elum’s natural environment while allowing for growth and 

development. 

LU –3.5 All new development must be in compliance with the provisions of the 

2019Stormwater Management Manual for Eastern Washington and the Washington 

State Department of Ecology Best Management Practices. 

LU –3.8 Developments in steep slope areas [as defined by CEMC 18.01] shall not be 

permitted unless information is provided to the City, that is both adequate and 

acceptable, that addresses erosion, slope and soil stability, drainage, stormwater runoff 

and diversion. 

Goal LU-12: Water Quality & Quantity 

Policies 

LU –12.3 The City shall consider the impacts of new development on water quality as 

part of its review process and will require any appropriate mitigating measures. 
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LU –12.4 Protect members of the public and public resources and facilities from 

injury, loss of life, or property damage due to landslides and steep slope failures, 

erosion, seismic events, or flooding. 

LU –12.5 Direct activities not dependent on critical areas resources to less ecologically 

sensitive sites and mitigate unavoidable impacts to critical areas by regulating 

alterations in and adjacent to critical areas. 

LU –12.6 Adequate on-site disposal of surface water runoff shall be provided by all 

types of development. 

Goal LU-13: Drainage, flooding, and stormwater runoff 

LU –13.2 Development shall take adequate measures to minimize significant erosion 

and flash flooding conditions by: Limiting the total amount of impervious surface to 

be created; Planting sufficient vegetation to offset the effects of the impervious 

surfaces created; and/or providing sufficient drainage facilities to control storm runoff.  

LU –13.3Where there is a high probability of erosion, grading should be kept to a 

minimum and disturbed vegetation should be restored as soon as is feasible. In all 

cases, appropriate measures to control erosion and sedimentation shall be required. 

LU –13.4 Review available best management practices which can be used to reduce 

erosion and sedimentation associated with development within Cle Elum. Investigate 

the need for additional erosion control measures for construction projects. 

Parks, Recreation, & Open Spaces 

Goal PRO-1: Develop an outstanding parks, recreation and open space system in Cle Elum 

to meet the needs of a diverse community. 

PRO-1.1 Preserve a wide variety of lands for park, recreation, and open space 

purposes including, but not limited to:  

a) Natural areas and natural features with scenic or recreational value. 
b) Land that may provide public access to water bodies, trails, natural areas and parks.  
c) Lands that visually or physically connect natural areas or provide important linkages 

for recreation and wildlife habitat.  
d) Environmentally sensitive areas, including steep slopes, floodways, wetlands, stream 

corridors, and habitat. 

Goal PRO-2: Acquire and develop a City-wide, integrated, multiple-use track, trail,and 

connection system that is functional, safe, and convenient. 

PRO-2.6 Create a comprehensive system of on-road trails to improve connectivity for 

the pedestrian and bicycle commuter, recreationalist, and touring enthusiast using local 

road rights-of-way and alignments. 

Goal PRO-8: Investigate and implement methods of financing parks, recreation, and open 

space acquisitions and improvements, such as grant funding and public-private partnerships. 

PRO-8.1 Investigate innovative and available methods such as growth impact fees, 

other mitigation, land set-a-side, or fee-in-lieu-of-donation ordinances, and inter-local 

agreements, to finance facility development, maintenance, and operating needs in 

order to reduce costs, retain financial flexibility, match use benefits with interests, and 

increase services. 
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Transportation 

Objective 2: Create a comprehensive street system that provides reasonable vehicular 

circulation throughout the City while enhancing the safety and function of the overall local 

transportation. (CWPP 4.1; KC Comp Plan GPO 4.1, 4.3, 4.4) 

PolicyT-15 Provide a balance between protecting neighborhoods from increased 

through traffic while maintaining access to neighborhoods. 

PolicyT-17 Develop strategies to reduce adverse traffic impacts on local areas. Areas 

of the City that require this type of planning should be identified and addressed 

through the sub-area planning process, neighborhood plans, or traffic mitigation 

programs that are implemented through development review. 

Objective 3: Evaluate existing and future land use for its impacts to the circulation system; 

ensure that a consistent level of service is provided to the public; and any improvements that 

may be required, are concurrent to the development. (RCW 36.70(A).040; CWPP 4.8; KC 

Comp Plan GPO 4.16, 4.18) 

Policy T-22 The City shall not issue development permits where the project requires 

transportation improvements that exceed the City’s ability to provide these in 

accordance with the adopted Level of Service standard, unless the developer accepts 

full responsibility for such improvements. 

PolicyT-23 New development shall be allowed only when and where all transportation 

facilities are adequate at the time of development, or unless a financial commitment is 

in place to complete the necessary improvements or strategies which will 

accommodate the impacts within six years; and only when and where such 

development can be adequately served by essential transportation facilities without 

reducing level of service elsewhere. 

Objective 4: Promote the development and enhancement of non-motorized transportation 

Citywide. (CWPP 4.6; KC Comp Plan GPO 4.14.) 

PolicyT-29 Streets and pedestrian paths in residential neighborhoods should be 

arranged as interconnecting networks and should connect to other streets. 

Utilities 

Goal U1: Designate the general location, proposed location, and capacity of existing and 

proposed utility facilities in the City and Urban Growth Area (UGA). 

Policy U1.3: Where safe and practical, use regional and local power, natural gas, and 

telecommunication corridors for the development of recreational trails, open spaces, 

parking lots, or other land uses that may provide multiple benefits to the local 

community or neighborhood. 

Policy U1.5: Promote whenever feasible emerging and innovative technologies which 

can be used to broaden the types of alternative forms of energy in or for new public 

and private utility distribution facilities. 

GOAL U3: Decisions made by the City of Cle Elum regarding utility services within the 

City will be made in a manner consistent with and complementary to regional demands and 

resources. 
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Policy U3.2: Site utilities away from critical areas, or site them in a manner that is 

compatible with critical areas.  

Policy U3.3: New development shall be allowed only when and where utilities are 

adequate, and only when and where such development can be adequately served by 

essential public utilities, or provided by the developer, without significantly degrading 

level of service elsewhere. 

GOAL U4: Additions to and improvements of utility services will be allowed to occur at a 

time and in a manner sufficient to serve planned growth.  

Policy U4.1: Process permits and approvals for all utility facilities in a fair and timely 

manner, and in accordance with land development regulations that ensure 

predictability and project concurrency. 

Goal U5: Planning by the City of Cle Elum for utility facilities development within the City 

and UGA will be coordinated with planning by other jurisdictions for utility development. 

Policy U5.3: Provide timely and effective notice to utilities of the construction, 

maintenance or repair of streets, roads, highways, or other facilities, and coordinate 

such work with the serving utilities to ensure that utility needs are appropriately 

considered. 

Policy U5.4: Promote whenever feasible co-location of new public and private utility 

distribution facilities in shared trenches and physical locations, and coordinate 

construction timing to minimize construction-related disruptions and reduce the cost of 

utility delivery. 
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	To: City of Cle Elum
	RE: 5G Comments
	Date: Wednesday 1/20/2021
	Dear City of Cle Elum,
	Thank you for the opportunity to provide comment on the 5G cell tower(s) that some wish to be installed in our city.  I really appreciate the opportunity; God Bless America and our freedom of speech.
	I vehemently oppose this reckless and life-damaging technology to be installed anywhere within and outside the city limits of Cle Elum.  In fact, I oppose the existence of 5G towers anywhere in Kittitas County and really, the whole world.
	There are UmyriadU of validated reasons for such opposition that it is quite difficult to encapsulate in one letter, in a manner that does not overwhelm you, the reader.
	Electro Magnetic Fields (EMF’s) cause a litany of adverse health effects.  Peer reviewed research studies on Radiofrequency Radiation have found: CANCER, Headaches, Ringing in ears, Memory problems, Dizziness, Depression, Sleep problems, Sperm damage,...
	1. I will first provide you with some illustrations from 5G exposed website because pictures often say a thousand words.
	2. An environmental Impact statement created by 5GExposed.com
	3. The 20 Facts you need to know about 5G from Dr. Mercola’s website.
	4. Health Effects of EMF Exposure in General from Dr. Mercola’s website.
	5. A link to Letters from Scientists on the health UriskU of 5G from the Environmental Health Trust website Here:
	a.  31TUhttps://ehtrust.org/small-cells-mini-cell-towers-health-letters-scientists-health-risk-5g/U31T
	6. A link to 5G & Small Cells Fact Sheet from EHT
	a. 31Thttps://ehtrust.org/resources-to-share/printable-resources/?mgi_11109=16111/us-factsheet-on-5g-and-small-cells31T
	a. 31Thttps://ehtrust.org/resources-to-share/printable-resources/?mgi_11109=16111/us-factsheet-on-5g-and-small-cells31T
	7. A link to 5G Your Health and the Environment Fact Sheet from EHT
	a. 31Thttps://ehtrust.org/resources-to-share/printable-resources/?mgi_1363=25735/5g-your-health-the-environment-flyer31T
	a. 31Thttps://ehtrust.org/resources-to-share/printable-resources/?mgi_1363=25735/5g-your-health-the-environment-flyer31T
	City managers, whom I consider my friends, this is my URGENT plea to you… Do not allow 5G in our community.  It is dangerous.  The information is out there if you investigate and dig.
	Please understand that the information I am providing you in this letter only amounts to a single molecule on the tip of the iceberg of damning and damaging evidence of the adverse health risks of 5G wireless, not just to humans but to animals, plants...
	Decisions to erect 5G towers has already caused great harm in other communities, and WILL cause unnecessary harm here in our city as well.  A decision to erect 5G towers will illuminate our ignorance to the plethora of data that already exists.  It wi...
	I can guarantee you that years from now, the 5G situation will be a bigger boondoggle than the tobacco industry ever conceived of.  When Fiber Optic is already an available option that causes NO harm, has unbeatable reliability and extremely high spee...
	Thank you again for allowing public comment, aka free speech.  I sincerely hope the decision makers read and educate themselves from sources like I have provided that are outside the companies selling and pushing the 5G agenda.
	Sincerely,
	Sarah Peters
	260 Pine Glen Drive
	Cle Elum, WA 98922
	(509)-607-3449
	Slynn_peters@yahoo.com
	The Illustrations:
	5G THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
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	Health Effects of EMF Exposure in General:
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