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Process

 Kickoff Meeting – April 9, 2024

 Climate Policy Advisory Team 
(CPAT)

 Public Engagement Strategy

 Draft Climate Resiliency 
Element

 Adoption

Figure: Dept. of Commerce Climate Element Planning Guidance – Dec. 2023
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Climate Policy
Advisory Team

 4 Members: Jon Cornelius, Sharon Stuart, 
Ingrid Vimont, Phil Hess (Advisory)

 Meetings:
 June 17, 2024

 Introductions and Review Process

 July 22, 2024

 Review and Rank Identified Climate Hazards

 Review and Recommend Public Engagement Plan

 August 21, 2024

 Brainstorm Materials and FAQ for 09/24/24 
Meeting at Sr. Center

Public Engagement

 Public Engagement Plan 
Adopted 08/13/24

 Public Meeting at Senior Center 
09/24/24

 Webpage is live and includes 
new documents when ready for 
public review

 FAQ and Posterboards
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UW Climate Mapping Tool
The University of Washington College of the 
Environment has created an online “Climate Mapping 
for a Resilient Washington“ webtool that includes data 
and information on the expected changes in the 
climate and related natural hazards that can be 
customized for hazard- and sector-specific climate 
impacts. The selected data is then presented by 
explaining the exposure, sensitivity, and potential 
impact of any particular hazard as it relates to the 
following ranked sectors:

• Emergency Management
• Agriculture/Forestry
• Water Resources
• Transportation
• Human Health
• Economic Development
• Buildings and Energy
• Waste Management
• Zoning and Development
• Ecosystems
• Cultural Resources and Practices

Washington County Climate Projections (uw.edu)

https://data.cig.uw.edu/climatemapping/
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Using the Tool
The webtool is very user-friendly and available for the 
public to identify and learn more about climate 
hazards. The different hazards can be selected 
through a drop-down filter, and each hazard has its 
own set of climate indicators. These can also be 
filtered by sector. For mapping future projections, we 
used the higher scenario and a time horizon of 2020-
2049. The generate map can be downloaded for 
future use and analysis, and additional narrative 
information is also available.

Washington County Climate Projections (uw.edu)

https://data.cig.uw.edu/climatemapping/
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Ranked Hazards in Cle Elum
• Wildfire

• Drought

• Extreme Heat

• Flooding

• Extreme Precipitation
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Next Steps
 Develop Goals and Policies to 

address Identified Hazards

 Ideas:
 Develop a Community Wildfire 

Protection Plan

 Identify Evacuation Routes

 Encourage Low-Impact Development

 Provide shade structures/trees in parks 
and along pedestrian routes

 Enhance Emergency Management 
Notifications

 Finalize Vision Statement:

“Proactively support goals and policies that 
contribute to a more sustainable and resilient 
city. Cle Elum recognizes its history as an Era 
Town and is taking steps in the present to 
ensure that future generations can celebrate 
this important cultural and historic heritage.”  

 Future Public Engagement 
Opportunities
 Meeting to further examine identified 

hazards

 Meeting to discuss and review potential 
goals and polices

 SEPA Review

 Meeting and Hearing to review draft 
Climate Element
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“The WA Department of Commerce climate planning grant is supported with funding from 
Washington’s Climate Commitment Act. The CCA supports Washington’s climate action efforts 
by putting cap-and-invest dollars to work reducing climate pollution, creating jobs, and improving 
public health. Information about the CCA is available at www.climate.wa.gov.”

http://www.climate.wa.gov/
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