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NOV 0 4 2024

WASHINGTON STATE
HORSE PARK

From:

Washington State Horse Park Authority
1202 Douglas Munro Blvd

PO Box 278

Cle Elum, WA 98922

To:

City Planning

City of Cle Elum

119 W. First Street
Cle Elum, WA 98922

Re: Proposed Blue Fern Development
Dear City Planning Officials,

We write in response to Blue Fern’s recent Bullfrog Flats development proposal. As representatives of
the Washington State Horse Park Authority {(WSHPA), we would like to outline several critical concerns
regarding potential impacts on the Washington State Horse Park (WSHP).

Background

In 2008, Suncadia generously donated 112 acres of the 175-acre Reserve parcel to the City of Cle Elum
to establish the WSHP. Since opening in 2010, the WSHP has become a premier destination for
equestrian events in the northwest, hosting over 40,000 visitors annually. The economic benefits to Cle
Elum and Kittitas County are substantial. Many of our visitors utilize the Bullfrog Flats trail system, which
provides a horse-safe environment featuring well-maintained trails, gentle terrain, and no interactions
with motor vehicles or bicycles. These trails are a vital part of the WSHP’s appeal, alongside our unigue
cross-country course that draws equestrians from across the country. (Please refer to Attachment A for
a map of WSHP visitors.)

Concerns Regarding the Proposed Bullfrog Flats Development

1. Emergency Access and Egress
The development plans lack clarity on the location of emergency access and egress routes.
While we have been infermed that the sewer access road will serve this purpose, we seek
confirmation that this access will become available and will be usable for large horse trailers and
trucks in emergencies.

2. Property Line and Spectator Easement
According to the map submitted in the application, Blue Fern plans to build a paved path on the
sewer line road, which is on the WSHP property. Here, the WSHP property line runs adjacent to
Arenas 2 and 3 lies just north of the sewer road easement. We request that Blue Fern respect
the 100-foot spectator easement by placing any walking paths and other developments outside
this area. Additionally, we request that Blue Fern install a security fence to separate the walking
paths from the spectator easement. Separating the walking paths and easement is crucial to
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maintaining a safe environment for our equestrian events and nearby pedestrians.

3. Maintenance Area Tax Parcel
The WSHP has maintained and utilized small lower portions of parcels N and O for over 15 years.
This is hugely important to the Horse Park's functionality, and we’ve expressed our interest in
this space many times over the years. We request Blue Fern recognize a separate 8-acre parcel
that can be discussed in future land use and ownership considerations.

4. Cross-Country Course Preservation
Reserve Parcel (V} has been integral to the WSHP’s cross-country course for 15 years, featuring
carefully developed tracks, jumps, and natural aesthetics. We request that the City of Cle Elum
secure continued access and use of this parcel for the WSHP through a license agreement with
all relevant parties.

5. Equestrian Trail Access
The current Master Plan designates only a short trail segment for equestrian use. The loss of our
broader trail system would severely impact our membership, revenue, and local equestrian
enthusiasts who depend on these trails. We urge for the development of multi-use trails to
accommodate all user groups safely, especially in the reserve parcel (V), which would allow our
users some access to the trail system they know and love.

6. Traffic Mitigation
Traffic congestion at Douglas Munro Boulevard and West First Street, as well as at Ranger
Station Road and Route 903, is already a significant issue. Additional construction traffic and
future development will exacerbate these problems, increasing accident risk and potentially
delaying emergency egress. We believe comprehensive traffic mitigation plans should be
developed and reviewed as part of the project approval process.

Conclusion

We believe ample land is available for development t¢ meet the needs of equestrian and other
recreational users. We are eager to collaborate with the applicant to create a safe and functional space
that continues to support the WSHP’s growing community. If you require any further information or
have any questions, please contact me at director@wahorsepark.org or 877-635-4111.

Sincerely,

Wendy Hensley
Executive Director, Washington State Horse Park Authority

Attachment: WSHP Users by Residence
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Attachment A -
WSHP Visitors by Location

{event zip code data)

Visitor Locations by Zip Code {Full U.5. View)
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